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PREFACE. 



THE controul which the Supreme 
Council of Bengil holds over the 
other prefidencies, makes the members of 
that Government in fome meafure refpon- 
fible for the peace of India. It will ap- 
pear very clearly upon inquiry, that the 
Governor - General and Council exerted 
themfelves to the extent of the powers veA 
ted in them by the Legiflature, to avert 
thofe misfortunes which have been expe- 
perienced upon the coaft of Coromandel ; 
but that a war with, a country power 

fhould have been commenced with fuch 
circumftances of difgrace to our arms, 
was not apprehended, I will venture to 
fay, . either by the Supreme Council or 
by any man in India. 
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Much pains has been taken in India, 
and the fame efforts will doubtlefs be ufed 
in England, to attribute every unfortunate 
event upon the coaft to the Mahratta war ; 
which by fome in Bengal, and moft of 
the gentlenaen in Madras, has been deno- 
minated Mr. Haftings^s war. The Court 
of Dire£lor&, who, perfeftly acquainted 
with the circumftances which led to the 
vf^x highly approved of the gondu^^ which, 
the Governor-General tdok in it, will, 
doubtlefs, do him the juilicc to contradict 
tills affertion. 

' In the following iketch I mean to relate 
the eveats which, led to a war which, fronx 
%h^ year 1778, uniformly fucccfsful on our 
part,m^ft have [Produced an honourable and 
advantageous peace many months ago, if 
^h? invafion of the Carnatic, the deftruftion 
^ a third part of our army, and the.expeda- 
tipn of a French armament, had not given 
feel^, Spirits XCf a vanquilhed enemy. 

; :i Upoa 
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Upon other articles the conduft of 
the Governor -General has been groflly 
mifreprefent^d : It may not therefore be 
unacceptable to his friends, to relate as 
concifely as the importance of the fiibjefl 
will admits the principal tranfadiidns in 
Bengal, from the period of his arrival in 
February 1772, to the day of my depar- 
ture from Bengal the 9th of January 1 7S1 ; 
fi'rft premifing that I will not advance a 
iiilgle fadl which I cannot prove, either 
from my own knowledge or from au- 
thentic documents now in my pofleffion. 
' No man has more, feyerely fufFercd from 
unjuff or illiberal infinuations than Mn 
Haftings ; nor has any man lefs deferved 
them : iince, even in His own j unification, 
he has carefully avoided all perfonal reflect 
tions. It is much to be lamented, that the 
public has fufFered as well as Mr. Haftings,- 
l)y the impreffion which fuch infinuations 
did at the time make upon the Court of 
Diredbri ;- fb^r ta wh^ bjher caufe can it 
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be owing, that, for fb many years, they 
withheld their confidence from a man they 
once thought fb worthy of it ? Confcious 
of the reftitude of his own aftions, he has 

been too little folicitous to ftem that tor- 
rent of calumny and abufe which his op- 
ponents have fo liberally beftowed upon 
him. It is now high time to refute thefe 
calumnies. I do not hefitate to declare, 
nor am I apprehenfive of committing my- 
felf too far by fuch a declaration, that to 
render our poffeffion of Bengal of confe- 
quence to the Britifh nation, Mr, Haftings 
muft be fupported, and with efFe6t, both 
by Government and the £aft-India Com- 
pany, The event will prove that my judg- 
ment has not been warped by my private 
affections. 



•*! 



February 
1782. 



JOHN SCOTT. 
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R. Haftings was appointed by the Court 
of Diredtors to fucceed to the government of 
Bengal, in the month of April, 1772, immedi- 
ately after the great famine. They were alfo 
pleafed to invcft him with fome extraordinary 
powers, not heretofore vefted in a Governor, 
from a conviction, that if their affairs there 
were yet retrievable, Mr. Haftings, (whofe 
perfeverance, firmnefs, and integrity, both in 
Bengal and Madras had been remarkably con- 
fpicuous,) was the moft proper perfon to be em- 
ployed in fo arduous an undertaking. It is 

well 
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well known that the government of Serial was 
from various caufes at this time reduced to the 
greateft d.iftrefs. The late Governor, though 
in his private chara<3er very refpedtable, poflrdr-r 
fed neither the vigour or refolution which his 
public ftation required ; aad the Members of 
his Council fubmitted to the continuance of 
evils which they wanted either the power or the 
inclination to reform. The Company's an- 
nual expences. in Bengal confiderably exceeded 
their revenues ; and although bills had been 
drawn upon the Court of Diredors for more 
than a million flerling in 1770, there ftill re- 
mained a bond debt of a miUion and a half fier- 
ling, due to individuals in Bengal. There was 
a profpe^^ al£b of this bond debt being monthly 
increafed to the degree, that the expences Smd* 

the inveffment exceeded the adtual revenue* of - 
the provinces. * 

So fupine a Government muft have funk of 
itfelf in a few years. That this was the real 
ftate of public af&irs in Bengal, when Mr. Ha- 
flings arrived there, is known to every man at 
that time in India. In April 1772, he fucceed- 
ed to the chair, and arduous as the talk of re- 
formation is in all countries, but more particu- 
larly in Bengal, he inftantly began upon it. 
The exceffive civil charges in Calcutta were re- 
trenched, 

* See the Appendik. 
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trenched, unncccffary appointments were abo- 
lifhed, and that fpirit of extravagance and diffi- 
pation which had pervaded all orders of men, 
was fuppreffcd, both by precept and example. 

Notwithftanding oppofition from many in- 
dividuals, Mr. Haftings fteadily purfued his 
plan of reformation, regardlefs of the perfonal 
obloquy which attended it, and in lefs than a 
month from his acceffion to the eh air, the 
face of ai!arrs was totally altered* Every refo- 
lution of Government was carried into effect 
with a promptitude and fptrit which did honour 
to its executive members. 

The Court of Direftors at this time determi- 
Bed to- ftand forth themfdres as.Dewans of the 
provinces, through the agency of their own 
fervintt 5 and Mr. Haftings^ loft no time in car- 
rying orders fo beneficial to the Company into 
execution. He proceeded to Moorfhedabad, the 
refidencc of the Nabob and the native ofBcers of 
the Government, attended by three members of 
the Board, with an intention to inveftigate the 
ftate of the Revenues, to reduce the charges in- 
curred in the colleaion of them, and to eftablilh 
provincial Courts of Juftice, which might pre- 
vent thofe afts of oppreffion and arbitrary 
power that had hitherto been fo much com- 
plained of. 

Unfortunately for the Company in this, as 
in many other inftjinces, Mr. Haftings had 

oof 
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not the power to carry his whole plan into execu-- 
tion ; but thofe regulations which he did efla- 
blifli will ever remain as the ftrongeft proofs of 
the extent of his genius, and of the laborious 
attention he paid to every point, which could 
in the Icaft degree contribute • to fecure the 
natives of Bengal in the poflcffion of their pro- 
pcrtyi 

The fame unremitting attention was paid to 
public bufihefs, on his return to Calcutta ; and 
the Court of Direftors were very early in their 
acknowledgments of Mr. Haftings*s fervices, 
and of the benefits which were derived from- 
them. 

At the clofe of the year 1772 a new fcenc 
was opened in Bengal. To the fpirited and de- 
cided part which Mr* Hafiings then took in 
foreign politics, are the Company and the Bti- 
tifh nation indebted for the dominions and the 
extenfive influence which they .now. en joy in 
Indoftan. To fet this matter in its true point 
of view, and not. with a defign to refleft upon 
the political conduft of any perfon, it is necef- 
fary to revert to the period of Lord Clive's go- 
vernment. 

The Eaft-India Company's affairs were fo 
thoroughly inveftigated t^ a Committee of the 
Houfe of Commons in 1772, whofe proceed- 
ings have fince been made public, that it is 

peedlcfs to relate the fteps by which we have ar- 
rived 



rived at 'Our prefent power in India. The 
Company's agents in Bengal were inofFenfive and 
reputable merchants when they were attacked 
without provocation, by that moft defpicable of 
tyrants, Surajah Dowlab^ the grandfon of an 
Ufurper : they were at firft driven from their 
poffeflions, but bad afterwards the good fortune 
to fee their profecutor vanquifhed and depofed : 

his fucceffor, Meer Jaffiec, who owed his pro- 
motion entirely to us, beheld the increafe of our 
power with a jealous eye, and concerted a 
fcheme with the D*itch for our deftrudion. 
The firmnefs of Colonel Clive defeated the pro- 
jeft, and in the fucceeding Government it was 
neceffary to depofe the Nabob. A chain of well 
known events brought on a war with the fuccef- 
for, and his reftoration. In one campaign, Cof- 
fim Alley was driven from the provinces, Sujah 
Dowlah, Nabob of Oudc and Vi^iier, unprovoked 
by us, invaded Bahar ; he was defeated, and had 
thrown himfclf upon our mercy at the time that 
Lord Clive returned to Bengal in 1765; hi3 
Lordihip dilated his own terms to the King, Su- 
jah Dowlah, and the yoking Nabob of Bengal. 
We had certainly a right to retain the poflefEon 
of countries which we had conquered in a juft 
and neceffary war, and Lord Clive undoubtedly 
gave the Princes of Indoflan a confpicuous 
proof of his moderation, when he only required 
fifty lacks of rupees from the Vizier as a com- 

C penfation 
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penfatlon for the reftoration of his country, and 
the ceflion of Benares. 

By the treaty which his Lordftiip concluded 
with the King, he guaranted to him the poffef- 
iion of the provinces of Corah and Allahabad, 
and engaged to pdy him twenty-fix lacks of 
rupees annually from the provinces of Ben- 
gal, Perhaps all the objeftions to fo fatal a drain 
of fpecie from Bengal did not then occur to his 
Lordihip, or Patna or Monghier would have 
been fixed upon as the place of his Majefty's refi- 
dence. In this cafe, the evils which have fince 
befallen the unhappy monarch would have been 
prevented, and our provinces confiderably be- 
nefitted, by having the amount of the tribute an- 
nually circulated in them. Still the condition 
implied in the treaty was undoubtedly, that his 
Majefty ftiould refide under our immediate pro- 
tection at Allahabad, which he quitted in June, 
1771, at the iriftigation of the Marattas, who 
'had engaged to condud him to Dehly ; a ptojed: 
this Prince had much at heart* 

By leaving Allahabad ^he quitted our pro- 
tcfl:ion ; and Mr. Haftings, who arrived in 
Bengal early in the next year, very juftly 
concluded that the firft ufe which the Ma- 
rattas would make of their royal gueft, would , 
be to extort from him the provinces of Corah 
and Allahabad. He had authentic intelligence 
foon after, that grants of thefc provinces were 

aftually 
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aiftually made to them and figned by the King ; 
and if his Majeftjr's commands were at all events 
to be obeyed, we might be reqtiired in another 
year to evacuate Bengal. The danger that was to 
be apprehended from having the Marattas (not at 
that time broken by inteftine divifions) fo near 
us was early forefeen, and wifely guarded againft 
by an alliance with Sujah Dowlab, which being 
concluded on the firm bafis of mutual intereft, 
was in.no danger of being violated. 

It is well known that this Prince had been 
confidered as a difaffefted ally during the go- 
vernments of Mr. Verelft and Mr. Cartier. By 
his conduft in 1768 he had fo far excited the 
fufpicions of a majority of the Seleft Committee, 
that they deputed two of their members, and a 
gentleman of the Council, to expoftulate and 
to treat with him. In Mr. Haftings's admi- 
niftratioA he became a moft ufeful and valua- 
ble ally. 

When Mr. Haftings fuccecded to the govern- 
ment, the province of Bengal had been nearly 
cxhauftcd of its circulating fpecie, by the an- 
nual tribute of twenty-fix lacks of rupees to 
the King, by the remittances in filver to China, 
to Madras, to Bombay, and to Europe ; not 3, 
rupee of which ever returned again j by the to- 
tal flop which was put to the importation of 
bullion frQm Europe or from Perfia, in conTe- 
^uence of the great increafc of our own inveft- 

C 2 ment. 
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mcTit, and the fupplics which were afforded to 
foreign companies, by the fervants of the Com^ 
pany, who had no other njeans of remitting 
their fortunes to Europe ; the fatal efFedts- of 

which Mr. Verelft had forefeen, and rcprefented 
very fully to the Direftors in a fcries of letters 
which do great honour to his abilities and fore- 
fight.' 

The regulations which were framed by Mr. 
Haftings on his. acceffion to the chair, although 
they immediately contributed to the happinefs 
of the natives, and would in time prove high- 
ly beneficial to the Company, were not effica- 
cious to relieve their prefent wants. The 
diftrefs of the Diredors for calh at home wat 
very great ; they had been obliged to have re- 
• courfcto Parliament for affiftance, in c©nfequence 
of the large drafts, which had been made upon 
them from Bengal. Their chief dependahcc waj 
upon Mr. Haftings to extricate the Cbnrpany 
from their difficulties, botK in Europe and in 
Afia. Their confidence was not mifplaced, and 
their moft fanguine expeftations were fully an- 
fwercd. Foreign trade was encouraged to a 
greater degree than had before been known, and 
a new commerce, by the way of Suez, was open- 
ed in confequence of the encouragement given 
to it by Mr. Haftings, which promifed a relief 
ta the languid circulation in Bengal, opened a 
quick commuflication with Gi^at-Britain;; and 

has 
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has fince been of the moft effential advawtage 
to us. Duftucks were aboliflied in the provinces, 
and every fpecies of undue influence fupprcffcd 
)s far as the authority of government could fup- 
prefs it. 

The King, as I before obfcrved, having ceded 
Corah and Allahabad to the Mahrattas, it became 
a queftion, whether we ihould tamely permit 
them to take poffeffion of thofe provinces, with 
the profpedk of Bengal being invaded the follow- 
ing year, er inftantly fecure them. The latter re- 
folution was taken ; and a member of the Couh- 
dl was deputed to form an exait ftatement of 
their revenues in May, 1773. The King was at 
this time a prifoner at large at Dehly, flighted and 
defpifed by the Mahrattas, who propofed to in- 
vade the dominions of Sujah Dowlah^ by the 
route of Rohilound. To prevent this invafion, 
the firft brigade, confiffing of one regiment of 
Europeans, fix battalions of Seapoys, and twen- 
ty pieces of cannon, had formed a jundkion wit&i 
the troops of^Sujah Dowlah and the RohillaT, 
and were advancing towards the banks of the 
Ganges, by forced marches. The Mahrattas^ 
who had forded that river, recroflcd it with pre- 
cipitation, as we advanced, were purfued, and 
prevented from doing any further damage than 
the plundering and burning a few inconfiderabfe 
tillages in Rohilcund*. When the approach of 

the 
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the rains fweUed the Ganges, our troops returned 
to Oude. This expedition laid the foundatiqn of 
the Rohilla war, of which I fliall fpeak-morc 
fully hereafter, 

Sujah Dowlah had repeatedly and earneftly 
folicited a perfonal conference with Mr. Hjift- 
ings, to which he confented, and met him at 
Benares, in September, x773> a few months af- 
ter we had taken poffeflipn of Corah and Allaha- 
bad. 

It was at this time that Mr. Haftings conclu- 
ded the treaty of Benares, which in its confe- 
quences was fo extremely beneficial to the Eaft*^ 
India Company. 

The principal articles were the ceflion of Co- 
rah and Allahabad to the Vizier, the increafe of 
the fubfidy, and our engagement to aflift him in 
the conqucft of Robilcund. 

The nominal revenues of Corah and Allaha- 
bad were twenty-five lacks of rupees per an- 
num ; but the adtual coUedions fell greatly Ihort 
of this fum : nor could any colledions be made 
without the affiftanee of a ftrong military force. 
Several difaffedted Zemindars were to be re- 

* 

duced ; and thefe provinces were feparated 
from our other pofleffions by the dominions of 
Cheyt Sing, the Raja of Benares, at that time a 
tributary to Sujah Dowlah. Mr. Haftings, af- 
4:er the matureft reflexion, confented to cede 
thefe countries to Sujah Dpwlah, in confidera- 

tion 
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c'^crC . t!on of his paying fifty lacks of rupees .aByWR* to 
the Company. This article of the treaty was 
highly approved of by the Court of Dircftors. 

We were bound by Lord Clive's treaty with 
the Vizier to aflift him with a military force, 
and he was to pay thirty thoufand rupees* a 
month for a complete brigade ; which was fup- 
pofed to be equivalent to the additional expence 
incurred in the field, though it was in fadl very 
inadequate to it, Mr. Haftings thought, and 
with juftice, that Sujah Dowlah fliould pay the 
whole expence of an army afting at his requili* 
tion, or a fum equivalent to it. This he confent- 
ed to, and it was fixed at two lacks and ten thou- 
fand rupees a month.'f'' This alteration was 
warmly approved by the Directors. 

The articles by which the Company were en- 
gaged toaffift the Vizier in the conqueft of Ro- 
hilcund, however feverely attacked both in Bengal ' 
and England, may certainly be defended on the 
ftridefl: grounds of policy and juftice. 

The RohillasJ were a tribe of Afghan Tartars, 
who about twenty* fix years before this time in- 
vaded and conquered a large and fertile traft of 
country lying to the eaftward of tlie Ganges, 

and 

a 

\ DoWU Hiftory of the Decline of the Mogul Empire, pii« 
bliihedio 1 7681 p. 3 7, gives this account of the Rohiilas : *' la 

th# year 1 74^ Ali Mahymaud, % Patan of the RdbUla tribe, 

a fuldier 
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and botmded on one fide by the noith-eaft frofi- 
tier of Oude, and on the other by what ate 
called the Cachmere-hills, which are a continia- 
tion of thofe mountains that feparate Bengal from 
Thibet. Some of the original invaders of th?s 
country are yet living. The fixed inhabitants 
are Hindoos. The Rohillas are MufTulmen and 
foldiers to a man. The revenues were regularly 
collefted and divided amongft the difFereut chiefs, 
of whom the moft confiderable were Fyzula 
Cawn and Haffez Hamet. The Vizier had long 
feeheld, with great mortification, the fettlement 

of 



a loldier of fortune, sind nativt of the moulitains «>£ Cabanftstty 
begun to appear in arms. He had fome years before come to 
Dehly, and was entertained in the fcnrice of Mahummud 
Shaw, ami the command of a fmall diftri6^ between Dehly and 
Lj^ore WM conferred upon Kim ; here he entertained all va- 
^ranu of his own clan who came down in queft of military fer- 
yrict from their natirc mountains ; not paying his rent, Hernind, 
the Fogedar^to whom he was accountable^ raifed i $000 men to 
expel or chaftjfe him ; he was defeated with great (laughter, and 
thus All laid the foundation of the Rohilla government. 
Upon thrs defeat the Vizier fent go^o^^o tnen under his fok 
Agaiaft the rebels^ Ea^h iide averfe to a decifion by battle, a 
treaty was concluded, whereby Ali was to keep the coantry be* 
fore governed by Himind upon paying the ancient revenues t* 
the Crown : no payment was made, and All continued to 
ftrcngthen himfelf, and ravaged the neighbourkig country to fub- 
£il his army : at laftthe monarch himfelf was obliged to taka 
the field. Ali fhut himfelf up in Bangur, where he was obli*^ 
ged to capitulate. He was carried a priibner to Dehly, whera 
lie remained fix months ; at the end of which the Patans not 
esly obtained him his releafe, but the Feugedaribif) of Sirhmd. 
There he maintained himfelf, and colle£^ing his difperfed 
tribes, kept poflklfioji not only of Sirhipd, but fpreral di(lri£ii 
between jthe rivers, and beyond the Ganges, withottt remitpag 
•He nipee tg caurt*'' This bappemedm ) 747* 
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of the Rohillas in a diftridl which had formerly 
been dependant upon Oude ; but as our Govern- 
ment had entertained fo ftrong a jealoufy of his 
power, previous to Mr. Haftings*s acceflion, and 
had kept up a correfpondence with the Rohillas, 
he had been prevented from fubduing them ; 
and it is alfo probable that he did not think 
himfelf equal to the conquel}: of the country 
without our affiftance* 

A bare infpeftion of the map will prove of 
how much confequence it was, that the power 
in poflefEon of Rohilcund ibould be in ftrift 
alliance with us. 

The foil is fo fertile that an army of Mahrattas 
might fubfift in it for any length of time. It is 
♦full of ftrong forts for the fecurity of plunder ; 
and from hence in the courfc of one feafon their 
ravages might have been extended through the 
dominions of the Vizier into Bengal. When 
therefore the Mahrattas weremafters of theKing's 
perfon and of Dehly, and threatened to invade 
the country of an ally, whom by treaty, and 
from policy we were bound to defend, it was 
abfolutely neceflary either to conclude a defenfivc 
alliance with the Rohillas, or to take poffefSoa 
of their country. 

Many fmall ftates in Europe have been prei- 
cifely in the fame fituation. It was impoffiblp 
that they could remain neuter in our approaching 

rapture with the Mahrattas j and tbVy conclij- 
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ded an alliance with the Vizier and the Company^ 
by which we engaged to proteft their country 
from the ravages of the Mahrattas ; they on 
their part were to join us u ith their forces, and 
at the conclufion of the campaign to pay forty 
lacks^ of rupees, as their proportion of the ex* 
pences of the war. 

The Mahrattas, as I before obferyed, did in* 
vade Rohilcund, but we arrived fo opportunely 
that they were obliged to retreat very precipitate- 
ly. The Rohillas as we advanced peremptorily 
refufed to join us, and it was propofed to dorm 
their camp ; which they prevented, by forming 
j^ jundion when we weire upon the point of car* 
rying this defign into execution. 

On the return of our troops to Oude, the Vu 
7/ier demanded the ftipulated payment of forty 
Jacks, which at firft was evaded, and afterwards 
abfolutely refufed. 

Such was the ftate of this bufinefs when Mr; 
Haftings met the Vizier at Benares, 

That the Rohillas would dread the Vizier*i 
refentment for this breach of faith cannot be 
doubted j and that, to guard themfejves againft 
the tffe&s of it^ they would apply to the Mah^ 
rattas for afliftance was highly probable. In 
truth they did negociate with them^ I need 
tiot mention the many fatal confequences with 
which fuch an alliance would have been attends 
cd. Spccefs In thp Rohilla war extended and 
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lecured the frontier of an ally and dependant oii^ 
us ; and it was founded oii their breach of trea* 
ty and their alliance with his enemies* 

The advantages which the Eaft-India Com- 
pany were to reap from the war, were great in-* 
deed : Our exhaufted provinces were to be relie- 
ved from the pay of a third part of our army 
during the fervice ; and we were to. receive 
fifty lacks of rupees at the conclufion of it. 

The danger apprehended from an increafe of 
the Vizier's power was merely ideal, as the 
event has fully proved* Mr. Haftings, who 
had ftudied his chiaradter, knew it perfeftly 
well ; but the gentlemen at home, who had for 
a long time been alarmed by accounts of the 
dangerous ambition and high Jpirit of Sujah 
Dowlah, deemed every addition which we might 
make to his power a meafure founded upon wrong 
policy* Fortunately, however, for the Company 
and the Britiih oiation, the man who managed 
their political affairs in Bengal clearly forefaw 
and fteadily purfued their true interefts. 
' The Rohilla war commenced in 1774, the 
conqueft of the country was effected in feven 
months, and an equitable pe^ce was concluded 
with Fyzula Cawn, the principal Rohilla chiefs 
which has continued from that period unmter- 
'fupted. 

I fhould exceed the bounds which I have pre- 
fcribed to myfelf, were I to enter into a detail of 

D 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Haftings's public proceedings from his re- 
turn to Calcutta in September 1773, to the 
commencement of the new Government in Oc- 
tober 1 774, when his authority was efFedtually 
annihilated. But the concurrent teftimony of 
of the Englifh gentlemen then in Bengal, the 
flourifhing ftate of the Company's affairs, the in* 
creafe of wealth, and the affeftion flicwn by the 
natives to our Government, are ample proofs 
that every moment of his time was employed in 
purfuing the true intercfts of his conftituents. 

In the year 1767 I travelled four hundred 
miles thirough that country, it was very thinly 
inhabited ; the appearance of an European with 
his attendants excited diftruft and apprehenfion. 
1 have travelled the fame road fince that period ; 
I then found it in high cultivation. The na- 
tives, fecure under the protection of humane and 
equal laws, were increafing in numbers, and no 
longer looked upon Engliftimen as enemies. 

It is certain, however clamour may have ob- 
fcured the truth^ that the lower ranks of peo- 
ple in no part of the world live more happily, 
or are lefs opprefied than the natives of Ben- 
gal and Bahar. The abufes which exifted after 
our acceflion to the Dewanee are more to, be at- 
tributed to a defedlive fyftcm of Government 
than to the want of inclination to corredt thenj 
in the members of adminiftration ; nor could 
-thefe abufes be corredled, until the Governor 

^nd 
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and Council w^re authorifed to break through 
the forms of a double Government. 

At Mr^ Haftings's acceffion to the chair he 
intirely new modelled the public offices, and 
allotted to each its diftincft bufinefs. ' The mode 
of collefting the revenues, as well as the quan- 
tum to be coUedted, had heretofore been regula- 
ted by the refident of the Durbar and Mahomed 
fiiza Cawn ; and even after the cftablifliment of ' 
provincial councils, Moorlhedabad continued the 
feat of Government. But when the double Go- 
vernment, as it has been properly called, was 
aboliftied, Mr. Haftings removed all the native 
officers of it to Calcutta, and brought every de- 
partment of finance immediately before the 
Council 

His regulations of the public offices, of the 
colle(Stions, and the various oeconomical reforms, 
which, notwithftanding the difficulties prevent- 
ing, and the odium confequent, he had effedbed 
in the Ihort fpace of thirty months, added to 
the fupply of treafure, which the treaty of Be- 
nares afforded, had raifed the reputation of the 
government of Bengal to the higheft pitch, and 
the Company^s affairs, which, when he fucceed- 
ed to the chair, were to all appearance irretrieva- 
ble, bore the ftrongeft afpedt of affluence and 
profperity. The time however was now come 
when the abilities of the man who had done fo 
much for the Company were to be decried, and 

his 
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his charader expofed as a fubjcft for public dcrf* 
fion» 

On the 19th of Oftoder General Clavering, 
Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis, arrived in 
Calcutta, and with the Governor-General and 
Mr. Bar well, compofed the Supreme Council of 
India. . No Government could have commenced 
under more favourable circumftances. Our 
treafury was full ; foreign trade flouriflied to a 
greater degree than bad ever been known in Ben- 
gal. Inland commerce w^as freed from every 
impolitic reftridion. The reputation of our arms 
■was great, and the fupply of wealth to Great- 
Britain by the inveftment (the only proper mode 
of enriching our native country from India) had 
increafed every year fince Mr. Haftings came to 
the Government. The Gentlemen who then ar- 
rived from England had no perfonal connec- 
tions^ to gratify; they had not been bred up in 
the Company's fervice; nor had they formed 
friendfliips, to which a fmall portion of their 
conftituent's interefts might have fometimes 
been facrificed ; (human nature will flill be the 
fame !) and their own appointments were fo am- 
ple as to preclude even the temptation to a<9: 
from interefted motives. With fucb advantage^, 
why has it happened that the Britiih nation has 
not experienced all thofe good effe<Ss which the 
wifdom of the Legiflature predifted when the 
Supreme Council of India was- eflablifhed ? I 

IhaU 



( 43 > 

ihall relate fads as they happened, without a 
wifti to reflcift in the finalleft degree upon two 
gentlemen of great honour and undoubted inte- 
grity, who are now no raorc 5 and who, I think, 
would have heartily co-operated with Mr. HaC» 
tings, if much pains had not been taken to de- 
ceive them by defigning men, who unfortunate- 
ly were but too fuccefsful in fo pernicious an 
undertaking. 

Although Mr. Haftings received ah addition 
to his former title by the aft which conftituted 
the Supreme Council, his powers were confide- 
rably curtailed by the inftruftions of the Court 
of Direftors. Under thefe circumftances, he 
was at firft undetermined, w^hether to refign or 
to retain the Government, but the violent con- 
duft of a decided majority determined him to 
remain in the chair at all events. * 

The flame of oppofition broke out w^ith great 
violence at the fccond meeting of the Supreme 
Council. The Governor-General, for the infor- 
mation of his colleagues, drew up a clear and 
diftindt ftatement of ouf political fituation. Our 
alliances with the Vizier, the advantages which 
we had already received, and might in future 
cxpedl to receive from it. Our alliances or con^- 
nections with the native powers in Indoftan, 
and every other particular which it was necefla- 
ry to communicate to Gentlemen vefted with fo 
high a public truft^ and who at the fame time 

were 



( 24 ) 

Were fo intirely uninformed with refped: to a 
country, which from that moment they were 
to govern. To elucidate fome part of his mi- 
nutes, Mr, Haftings delivered into the Board 
fcveral extraSs from Mr. Middlcton's letters, 
-who had refided for fome months as his private 
agent at the Court of Sujah Dowlah, 

A member of the Board, Colonel Monfon, im- 
mediately propofed that the Governor-General 
Ihould lay before them the whole correfpon- 
dcnce of Mr. Middleton, This was fo direft 
an attack upon the honour of Mr. Haftings, 
that he abfolutely refufed to comply with the 
rcquifition ; and from this moment commenced 
the attack upon his former adminiftration. 

They began with the Rohilla war. It was a 
war, they faid, which would bring diihonouf 
upon the nation. The money to be received, 
which they declared would never be paid,, was 
the price of blood. Our army was expofed, in 
the dominions of a treacherous ally, to the moft 
imminent dangers, and the majority determined 
to recall it immediately, provided the retreat could 
be efFefted with fecurity to our own troops, 
though at that time Fitz Ulla ftill flood out; 
and by abandoning the Vizier the fifty lacks 
which we were to receive from him would not 
bave been demandable. 

By proceedings thus violent and unjuftifiable, 
the great advantages which havefince accrued to 
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the Coaapany had nearly been forfeited, but the 
earneftnefs of the Governor General for a Ihort 
delay in the execution of thefe inten:iperate or- 
ders hzd fortunately Ibnje efldft* The non- 
paynaent of the fubfidy due from the Vizier to 
the Company was the principal caufe affigned 
for the recall of our army, although the bad po- 
licy of advancing our troops beyond the Ca- 
ruranafla * was warmly infixed upon at the 
fonae time. A part gf the money due by the 
treaty was foon after paid by the Vizier ; this 
payment as well as that of th^ remainder was 
reprefenced as the recovery of a defperate debt, 
and it was confidently aflerted, that the recovery 
of fo large a fum was owing to the firmnefs and 
refolution of the majority, though it had never 
been conceived that he meant to dedudt any 
part of the payment* 

Mr. Middleton was immediately recalled frotti 
his ftfition ; and Mr. Briftow, the confidential 
friend of Mr. Franci«, appoitvted Refident at 
ibe Vizier's court in his room. 

The Governor-Genefal's conduft in pointf 
which had already been referred to the judgment 
pf the Court of Directors was feverely a^ttack- 
led, a qioft melancholy pifturewas drawn of the 
,<ijfti«fled ftate of the provinces. The natives 
•WBre feid to groan under every fpecies of op- 

E preffion, 

• That rivtr divides the province of Bahar from the da« 
wiaioiii of Cbejrh Singi the Rajah of Beaaret. 
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preflion, and even murders to have been com- 
mitted with impunity in our mod populous ci- 
ties, and univcrfal ruin predjcfted. 

To thofe who for more than two years had 
lived under a GovernmeiU, vigorous far beyond 
what had ever been known in India, fuch a re- 
prefentation appeared extraordinary indeed. — On 
Mr. Haftings's arrival our dominions and our 
influence wdre bounded by the banks of the Ca- 
rumnafla. Tfic Company was finking under the 
weight of a h^dvy bond-debt, an expenfive civil 
cftablilhment, and an array which coft more 
than a million fterling annually, and which could 
pot with prudence have been confiderably re- 
formed. When the majority of the Supreme 
Council affumed the Government, the bond- 
debt was reduced, and funds provided for pay- 
ing off the remainder ; the public difburfements 
were regulated j the pay of a third of our army 
was furniflied by Sujah Dowlah, and by its 
remaining in Oude we had a profpe<Sl of flill 
farther advantages, which were afterward rea- 
lized. 

Mr. Haftings, fenfible of thefe advantages, 
and of the falfliood of the gloomy prefages of 
the majority, in his feparate letters to the Direc- 
tors, aflured them, that their affairs were at no 
former period in fo flouriftiing a fituation, thit 
they would receive a farge inveftment, the bond- 
^eb( wpuld b^ paid off^ and % large fum regei- 
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ved in the treafury for emergencies In the courfe 
of the following feafon. 

The majority contradiftcd and ridiculed this 
reprefentation, but the event has proved that it 
was not made without full confidcration, nor 
can it be denied that Mr. Hafiings alone is enti- 
tled to the merit of paying off a debt of a mil- 
lion and a half, of referving an equal fum in the 
treafury of Bengal, of fupplying Madras, Bom-> 
bay, and China, with cafh, and adding very^ 
confiderably to the annual inveftment. His civil 
regulations in 1772, and his negociations with 
Sujah Dowlah in 1773 have, in their confe-» 
quences, fixed us fo fecurely in the poffejEon of 
Indoftan, from the fource of the Ganges to the 
Ocean, notwithftanding the temporary diftrefs 
under which we now labour, from Hyder Ally 
Cawn's fuccefles in the Carnatic, that we are in 
no danger of a revcrfe of fortune, except from 
internal diflentioijs. 

In the condemnation of pad meafures no 
public a& of the Governor-Generars was paiTed 
over without a coniment. By giving up Corah 
and Allahabad to the Vizier, he fold what was 
the property of another ; by withholding the 
tribute which we were by treaty engaged to pay . 
to the King, he forfeited the national faith ^ and 
even admitting that it would have been impru- 
dent to furnilh his Majefty with fo large a fum, 
when he was a prifoner with the Mahrattas, it 
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oughc atleait to have be^ referred as a depolit^ 
in Calcutta : Probably the confequences of with-* 
hbltiiiig fadh a foili acs- a crbre* of rtipees^ from 
drculatioti^ wbien Wo could hardly find niioney 
for our Mceflkry' expcno^s, was not confidered 
by th^ "majority. Hbwevef, as the Court of Dt^ 
yeftors rn thii firft letter which was received front 
theni ih 1775^ very highly approved erf" tb€ fate 
ef Corah j and the non-payment of the tribute, 

ho farther re^n>arks were made on Mr^ Haftings's 
condufit in^thefe points. 

I» ncfW en?er, and I confeft with moch regret^ 
»upoti tbia eondudr of the majority towards Mr* 
Hadii^g^ a$ a private gentleman, in which hid 
teputatiopi' and bis fortune were priocipally con* 
cerned. I lament fincerely that geottemen of 
high honour and vmblemifhed cbaraders fhould 
have. been fotsarped by their prejudices. B^ 
lU€h^ *e ther fatal effisdbs-o^ party fpirit. 

This attack was authorifed by a very impofi* 
tic, thougb well meanirig order of the Court of 
fciredors ; ** That the Supreme Council ihould 
" inquire into paft abufes*" A- fimilar order 
fe«d Been given te Mti Haftings on bis aeceffion 
to the Groyernrtveriti aiid it is nov<^ needlefs to la-* 
ment the fatal c^mfequences which were occ^- 
fioned by an inattention to his opinion upon it^ 
Mr. Haftings^ had found' it impoffible to detet^ 
or to pD^niih thofe who had a&ufed the confi'« 
deuce repofed in tbem. Much valuable time 
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w» loft, and much odiura incurred by the at* 
ittinpt. Mr. Verelft and Mr. Cartier were men 
of honour, whofc public virtue could not he 
better proved than by the very moderate amount 
-of the fortumcs which they brought home with 
them. From various caufes however, the Com- 
psmy's affairs were in great confufion, and the 
Directors attributing it to the bad management 
^f their fervants in Bengal, were, with reafon, 
anxious to dcteft thofe who were guilty, and 
therefore earneftly prefled Mr. Haftings to com- 
mence a retrofpe^V of their condud. But when 
the Supreme Council arrived in Bengal, our af- 
fiaifs were in fo flourifhing a ftjite that fuch an 
order was fbrely unneceflar}\ 

I wnll quote Mr. Haftings's opinion upon this 
fubjedkj it refleds the greateft honour upon 
him. The letter from which I have taken the 
following extraft is dated the nth of Novem- 
ber 1773, and if not received in London be- 
fore the departure of the majority of the Su- 
preme Council,- muft have been tranfmitted to 
theiti very Ihortly after. 

•* AH my letters addteflM to your honourable 
^ Court, and to the Seledt Committee, repeat 
^* the ftrongeft promifes of profecucing the in- 
•' quiries into the conduft of your fervants, 
" which you had been plerfed to commit parti- 
** cukrly to my charge. You will readily be- 
*^ Here that I mtift have been fiticere in thofe 
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•* declarations, fince it would have argued great 
** indifcretion to have made them, hadlforefeen 
•* my inability to perform them. I find myfelf 
•' now under the diiagreeable neceflity of avow- 
** ing that inability ; at the fame time that I will 
boldly take upon me to affirm, that on whom- 
foever you might have delegated that, charge, 
•* it ^would have been fufficient to occupy the 
•* eqtire attention of thofe who were entrufted 
*' with it, and even with all the aids of leifure 
•* and authority would have proved inefFeftual. 
** 1 dare appeal to the public records, to the t^f- 
timony of thofe who have opportunities of 
knowing me, and even to the detail which the 
•* public voice can' repeat of the pad ads of 
** this government, that my time has been nei- 
** ther idly nor ufcleflly employed. Yet fuch 
** are the cares and embaraffments of this va- 
** fious ftate, that although much may be done, 

** much more even in matters of moment muft 
** remain neglefted. To fcleA from the mifcel- 
** laneous heap which each da>'s exigencies pre- 
'* fents to our choice, thofe points on which the 
*' general welfare of your affairs moft cflentially 
** depends, to provide expedients for future ad- 
•* vantages, and guard againft probable evils, 
*' are all that your ad miniftration can faithfully 
** promife to perform for your fervice, with 
** their united labours moft diligently exerted. 
*^ They cannot look back without facrificin^ 
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«* the objefts of their immediate duty, which 
«« are thofe of your interefts, to iifelefs refearches, 
*^ which can produce no real good, and may ex- 
** pofe your affairs to all the ruinous confequen- 
«* ces of perfonal malevolence boih here and at 

*' home. 

«* May I be permitted to offer it, in all defe- 
". rence and fubmiffion to your commands, as 
^* my opinion, that whatever may have been the 
** conduft of individuals, or even of the collec- 
** tive members of your former tdminiftfations, 
*« the blame is not fo much imputable to them as 
" to a want of principle of gevernment adequate 
•< to its fubftance, and a coercive power to en* 
« force it. '^The extent of Bengal aad its poffi- 
« ble refources are equal to thofe of moil ftates 
" in Europe. / Its difficulties arc greater than 
" thofe of any, becaufe it wants both an efta- 
*^bli(hed form and powers of government; 
« deriving its aftual fupport from the unrenait- 
«* te<i labours and perfonal exertions of indivi- 
*' duals in. power, inftead of the vital influence 
" which flows through the channels of a regu- 
« tor confl;itution, and imperceptibly anipiatei 
" every part of it. Our conftitution is no 
.*f where to be traced but in tbf ancieiit charters 
<i which were framed for the jUrifdiftion of your 
f^ trading fettlements, the fales of your exports, 
« and the provifion of your annual inveftments* 
^' I need not obferve how incompatible thefe 

!' muft 
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•♦ mult prove to the governmejit of a great 
*^ kingdom, and far the prefervation/ of it« 

riches from private violence and embezz^k'-. 

ment. 
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•* ment. 

Among yoyr fer vants, who for a coyrfe ofc 
years have been left at large, in pofleffion of fa 
*' tempting a depofite, it is not to be vvondeced 
** at^ that many have applied it to the advances 
** ment of their own fortunjes ^ or that thofe 
*' who were poffeflcd of abilities to introduce a 
*' fyftem -of order, fhould have been drawTfi 
♦* along by the general current ; fincc few njen 
^' arc formed with fo ferge a ihare of public vir- 
tue as to facrific^ their intereft, peace, and 
focial feelings to it, and to begin the work of 
*^ reform^tioji on themfelv^s. 

** I ftiould not have prefumad to expatiate ofl 
** a Hibjed: of this nature, although my own 
.** juftification has tnadc.it in fooie ijieafure ncr 
ceflary ; bijt that your lat,e advices have gi- 
ven hopes that we Ihall (jpeedily be furoiflied 
.** with your inflruftiops for cfebjilhing a fyueni 
** of law apd polity, whi<ph we hitherto want. 
** Whenever this work fhall be accomplifhed 
/* on a foundation of ppnfiftency and permarten* 
^* cy, I will Venturis tp foretel, frdni the ^khow- 
** ledge which I hav^ of the general liablts and 
^* m;anners pf yeur fervants, that you w3)l liave 
/* a^ few inftancej of licentioufneft amongft 
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: ** your fervSints as aniongft the members of any 
** community in the Britilh empire/* 

What impreifion this folid and conclufive rea- 

foning of the Governor-General made upon the 

- Court of Diredtprs. is not known; but the Eaft- 

• India Company would have felt the good efFeds 

' of it moft fenfibly, if, in confequence of this 

opinion^ and the communication of his ideas 

upon the fyftem of law and policy, the Court of 

. Direiftors had new-modelled thefr inftru&ions* 

The difagreement in the Supreme Council be- 
came the general fubjedts of converfation in 
t India* New hopes and fears were excited in 
^all — every former tranfadtion of Governnient 
was harfhly cenfured — and the majority publicly 
-declared, that they expedted Mr. Haftings would 
.be difmiffed with difgrace from his ftation, as 
. foon as their repfefentations arrived in England. 

When every adt of Government which could 
be attributed to Mr, Haftings had been can- 
vafled, his private character was attacked, and 
the man who had filled the moft important fla- 
tions in Indian with an unblemiflied reputation, 
who might with cafe have accumulated a for* 
•June of. two hundred thoufand pounds, during 
the many years that he was rcfident at the Court 
of Meer Jaffier, but' who, it is well known, 
returned to his native country without a compe- 
tency, was publicly accufed of the moft flagrant 
zGts of rapacity and extortion, and of having 

F amaffcci 
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amafled a fortune of four hundred tlioufahd 
pounds in little more t^n two years. * 

Tothofe who are acquainted with the mode- 
ration of Mr. Haftings's charaifter, with his rie- 
gledl of his private intereft, this accuiation; ap- 
peared as abfurd as it was ill founded; but the 
proof was at hand, and Nundconfiar ftepped 
forth to fupport what thev had advanced. It 
would indexed have been a cruel circurrtftaiKe if 
the oath of Nundcomar had operated to the dif- 
advantage even of a rrian as bad as himfelf ; but 
that it ihould have had the leaft weight in the 
acculation of a chara(5ter fo refpedtable, and fo 
firmly eftabliihed as the Governor - Gerierars, 
will hardly be credited when the fpirit of party 
has fubfided : yet certain it is, that upon the 
aflertion of this wretch, the majority fixed Mr» 
Haflings's fortune at forty lacks of rupees. 

To gentlemen at all converfant in the affairs 
of Bengal, the charadter of Nundcomar was well 
known. Mr. Haftings had employed him on 
his flrft arrival at the exprefs defire of the Direc- 
tors, to whom he had explained his fentiments 
of the man very freely. He in faifl foretold to 
them the part Nundcomar would adt, if he ever 
had an opportunity. Captain Swinton, in his 
evidence before a Committee of the Houfe of 
Commons, declared that Nundcomar had been 
repeatedly guilty of forgery, and for this crime 
b^ fuffercd death m Augijft 1775 j whether 
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ftriaiy legally has been queftioned, but there 
never was a doubt of the fadt of his being per- 
jured, nor of the majority -knowing he was fa, 
when they accepted his fervice in accufing Mr. 
Hafiings. 

This man, before he was committed to cufto- 
dy, had opened what may properly be called an 
information office in Calcutta. . It. was Well 
known, that he was countenanced by the majo*- 
rity. I am very clear that neither General Cla- 
vering or Colonel Monfon, were aware of the 
dangerous ufe to which he would apply the 
power which he had acquired ; but certain it 
19 that the moflliberal encouragement was givea 
to informers of every denomination by the ma- 
jority. Accufations as abfurd as improbable 
were hourly received againft the Governor-Ge* 
neral ; but although divefted of all power, al- 
though Nundcomar was poffeffed of the means 
of proving his guilt had he really been guilty, 
after the fulleft inquiry, with rewards offered on 
the one hand and puniihments denounced on 
the other in order to procure the evidence %»'hich 
he wanted to crinciinate the Governor-jSeneral, 
nothing appeared that reflefied either upon his 
honour 6r his integrity; unlefs it co^ld be deem- 
ed- a crime to receive from a Nabob a certain 
fixed fuAi for his expences dup^g his refidence 
at Mcorlhedabad, in confor^lity to the cufloms 
of the country, and to the examples which had 
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been fct him by his predeceffors, LordQive, Mfv 
Verelft, and Mr, Cartier. It was ack»owledg- 
'cd by Sir George Womb well in the General 
Court in ,1776, that the allowance wa& ta be 
taken, and that if hp had given the Company 
credit for it, he might have charged . thcxm the 
expences of his progrefs : this allowance had 
been fettled by Lord Clive in lieu of purvey- 
ance. 

Let it fqr a moment be fuppo&d that jVIr» 
Haf^ings bad accumulated the large fpn-uoe 
which the msyor^y fuppofed him to h^ pofleflec} 
of. Was it made at the expencfi of the Eaft- 
India Co^mpany-^had he added tathe \vaigbi{ of 
their bonded debt — had be invQly^ thetii; i« dan* 
gcrou* or exi-penfiive alli;^i^ces' — bad be negj^^^ 
to mdke the necefiary remkrances ofcaih t<»our 
other Frefidencies, or to Chioar-or had he di- 
miniihed the anfiual inveftment to Europe^ 
^here might have been {bme excufe for iuqoinng 
into^ the amount of his pnivate fortuoc^: and how 
h^ had amaiTed ft. But when this inquirji roni*. 
inen^d, the Company's bond-debt of a. million 
^nd an half was payings ofir;..fuppHes had been 
fent to C\dna, Fort St. George, and Bombay ; 
two additioi^al fliips, the Anfon and the Nor- 
chumberland, had been taken up in Calctitta* 
So riiuch was th^ inveftment increafed ; and the 
death of Sujah D^wlah gave us a profped of 
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a flili farther addition to dbr pO^^r^ ii\it irtAvL^ 
ence^ and our refources, 
^ However, I will take upon me to affirm, that 
when the amount of the Governor-rGenerai's pri- 
vate fortune. is known^ it will appear to themdft 
moder^ate m»n^ui Engknd to bel greatly inade*' 
quate either to^ tile kngth or to the importance oC 
his fervices. . ^ . 

During thefe- vi<)knt itttacks upon tlie characw 
t^r of Mr. Bailings^, dll public bUfineffl wa$ fpU 
pended. The.ijrferidDfervants of th€ Ct^mpany^ 
wefedivided into parties, and aftef the example 
of the Prefide*icy,^each Provin^rial Cbiincii had 
its majority* and iftinority. Expenfi\0B profccu-* 
tions wesse commenced in the ^pr^oafeiCourt o£ 
Judiqiture ag^i|fft the Governor* Gencral> of M^- 
dia^; who Wia» irtlu^antly ob]iged>' in vindica^' 
tion of his own honour, to bear a part ill this^ 
difagre^ibfe fcene.^ At a time w»^hert bUr domi* 
njbn^r and our iniluenot were fo greavl^r li^ctea*' 
led») .#c a» timje wbrni^ the geotloxien . of: ^ombajK 
ha^'jconusenced & wai^agaitifi the Mafamttlii, at^^ 
at^mer when the attention- df ^v#ry xntmber of 
the Board fltould hav^ been ^tidrdy eitiployed 
in tile coftfideration of the gieat political quef- 
ttom which were before* rheni — at this time,' 
the Govetnor-G^eral and Council were attend- 
ing as evidences oV parties in a Coutt of law ; * 
Mr. Haftlngs in his own defence, and the gen- • 
tlemen of the majority, as guardians of the inte^ 
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refts of the Eaftrlndia Company, to criminate 
the man who had fo eflentially fcrved his confti-' 
tuents. 

So falutarjr were the regulations which Mr. 
Haftings had e0abli(hed, fo firmly was the Go- 
vernment fixed in all its pants, that notwith- 
fianding thefe unhappy diilenfions, our affairs 
were at no former period in fo flourifhing a fitu- 
ation ; and in the courfe of the years 1775 and 
1776, every promife which the Governor-Gene- 
ral had riiadc to the Court of Direftors was amp- 
ly fulfilled. Whether this profperity was owing 
la Mr. Haftings^s regulations, and the political 
connexions which he formed previous to the 
i9Ch of Oftober 1774, or to the abilities and ex-' 
cr«ion&. of the Supreme Council, fince that pe-^ 
nod, can at once be determined by an examina*^^ 
tion of the Company's records. 
. A treaty higihiy advantageous to the Compa* 
»y was concluded with Afoph Ul Dowlah, by 
wfcich the fovereignty of Benares was transfer- 
red ^to us, and a net revenue of twenty- f<iur 
lf4;ks of. rupe^ acquired. The continuance of 
a. brigade in the> Vizier's dominions wa^ ^nbther 
arucleof the treaty, and 'the fobfidy fixed at two 
lacks and fixty thoufand rupees a month./ Let 
not the Governor-General be deprived of the 
merit of thefe important acqtiifitions* The ma- 
jority would never have agreed to aidVaiicfe our 
troops bcypnd the Ijoynds of the . Cariimnaffa ; 

they 
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: Aey even vfert anxious to recall them immediate- 
ly, and Were only prevented from aftually doing 
fo, by the earneft oppofition of Mr. Haftings. 
In either cafe, the death of Sujah Dowlah would' 
hive been attended with no advantages to the 
.Coihpaay. " The provinces of Oucle, Corah. 
. and Allahabad would have been torn by civil 
wars, and muft; in the end. Iiave been fubdued, 
-either by Nuzoph €awn or the Mahrattas. 

In September 1776 Colonel Monfon died. 
No man was more ready to do juftice to that 
gentleman's abilities than Mr. Haftiogs, or tnore 
fmcerely lamented the unhappy prejudices which 
he imbibed on his firft arrival in Bengal. Bred 
a foldter, and having ferved with diftinguiflied 
reputation in India, he was admirably calculated 
for the command of our army in Bengal, to ' 
which had he fortunately been appointed, and 
confined to his profeffienal duties, the Company 
would have experienced the good effedts of his 
return to India in a very fenfible degree. 

At this period too we received advice of the 
extraordinary revolution at Madras. The Su- 
preme Council were unanimous in. their opinion 
of the meafijr^ to be taken upon fo critical an 
occafion, apd of the powers which Lord Pigot 
claimed, as preftdent of a Council in which he 
had only a calling voice when the numbers were 
equal. That the powers of a Governor in India 
«re very inadequate to the dignity of his ftation, 

and 



mxtlQthererpbnfibtlity annexed to it, is beyond 
a doubt* This was Mr. Haftin'gs's opinion, and 
heexprefled it very freely to the Court of Direc- 
tors, in the letter of which I have already given 
;t9 extra<£i : but until thofe powers are enlarged, a 
.GovernQf, with a majority againft him, muft be a 
mere cypher. The Governor- General had only ta- 
ken upon him to break up the Council, when th^ 
majority had called Nundcomar before them, for 
the extraordinary purpofeof preferring a criminal 
accufation againft their Prefident, and the firft 
Britifh .fubjed in India. For this fmall exertion 
of authority be was feverely reprimanded by the 
Court of DireiSors, and plainly informed, that he 
had no diftindt authority annexed to his ftatioo, 
but that all the powers of government were vef- 
tcd in a majority of the Board. Could the Go- 
vernor-General allow that a law which was to 
bind him, was not of force when applied to the 
Governor of a fubordinate prefidency. The 
Court of Dircdtors* fentimcnts on this fubje<3: 
were of fufBcient force to determine the Sapreme 
Council, had the reference made to them by the 
gentlemen of Port Sc^ George been a point of 
difficulty. 

It was neceflaryto mention this unhappy bufi* 
nefs, becaufe Mr. Stratton has publifhed fome 
partial extrafls of a private letter, which he rcr 
ceived from the Goyernor-General immediately 
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after that revolution, from which itjnight appear 
that he was interefted in the difpute, although he 
had not the fnoalleft perfonal concern in it. To 
thofe who have feen the whole letter, this expla- 
nation is unneceflary. 

By the orders of the Conapan)'', wifely framed 
with a view to comply with Afiatic cuftoms, all 
political negociations are conduced through the 
channel of the Governors of the dilSferent prefiden- 
cles. A native of India can have no idea of a 
participation of power, and he very naturally 
concludes that a Governor is either abfolute,' or 
has no power in the ftate over which he prefides. 

When the connection of this government with 
Suja Dowla, was more clofely cemented, Mr. 
Haftings thought proper to appoint Mr. Natha- 
nael Middleton his private agent at the court 
-of that prince, When the Supreme Council 
wai divided into two diftinft parties, Mr, Mid- 
dleton was recalled, and Mr. Briftow, the confi- 
dential friend of Mr. Francis, appointed in his 
room. 

By this ftep the annihilation of the Governor 
General's political influence was completely pro- 
claimed to every power in Indoftao. While Mr, 
Briftow remained at Lucknow, Mr. Haftings, 
could only be looked upon as the conftrained in- 
ftrument t£ an authority raifed upon the ruin of 
his own. This evidcn< truth, will not be difpu- 
ied by any man who has ferved in India j from 
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fhc period of Colond Monfim's death to thf 

time of Mr, Middleton's reappointi|ient to tb^ 

Vizier's Court, the attention of evcrj[ man from 

Calcutta to Oehly was fixed upoQ this fingle 

point, as the criterion, by which he was to judge, 

whether Mr. Haftings meant to retain or to give 

up the government. I do not reft ph? propriety 

of this meafure upon ih^ Qblig^tion which Mr, 

JJaftings lay under, of doing 8^p ad pf juftjce to 

jin individual who h^d fuffeved fever^ly for hi^ 

i^ttachment: to l^imf Bu.t I iniift u£qq it, tha.t 

(he public ieryic^ cQuld t>ot be carried oq 

lyith efre(9:i while aa ppiBion preyailed in Qude, 

(bat Mr* Hsifting9 was upofii the poiiit of quit* 

c^ng the Chair ; and fuch would have been the 

ppnclufioD. had Mr. Briftow been perifi^ced to re.* 

v^w there. He wi»s l^npwn to be the confidential 

Itieod of Mr* Francis^ and however Mr. Haf* 

MffB mig}^^ li^ici; upprovied of h^ cooduft, he 

could not give n perfoa fo fituated hi# entire con? 

fideoce, even adinktiag. it poflib)^ to aQfw^r the 
other objei£^ions which I will venture to affiou 
rare not to be controvertf5d> 

The Governor r General liirely fliould not be 
cxpeded toponduij^ the poqaplicatcHJ affairs of ao 
pxtenfive empire^ where ou^ countrymen bear fo 
very ixnaU a proportion in point of lumbers tp 
fhe natrves, i|p<^n principles fo different from 
thofe upon which all countries are regialated^ 
iH)d f9 tQtuXiy d|p»:ei)t frofi9 tho^e b^ which the 
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late majority profeflcdly afted. The late Mn 
Playdell was deprived of the office of fuper- 
interidant of the police (which wais immediately 
g^ven to the brother-in-law of Mr. Francis) fof 
Ms aftivity in pre(enting an addrefs to the thief 
juftice that was obnoxious to the majority.* Mr.' 
Playdell complained bit^rly of the ill pfi^ 
which he had received, bn it was obferved itf 
reply that what had happened^ to him, was the 
chance of the worthieft men in Edglahd upon' 
every chahge in adnriniftfation, and that no wife' 
government would tfer employ men in offices of* 
truft under them of whofe attachment they 
were not very weU affured. This reafoning how- 
ever it tnay appeal in th^ cstfe of Mn Playdell^ 
whofe appbintment was of very little coiffequencc 
to the ftate^ it is fur£fy coikclufiV£ in that now be« 
fore us. ... 

The removal of Mr* Folvke froW. Benwret* 
was from the fame rtofiVe. ^ 

Benares^ ii one of the riebeft cities tn Indm* 
It is theTcfidtnfCe of itarHed mea, and'the Renter 
of all polidcal bufinefs. Vaccjueela or agrnci 
from every prioee in ledU reide bere>vand te th^ 
Britiih gpveriuiMlt ii cotf£cfl^ty now the n^ft 

O % importaat- 
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important in Indoftan^ it is abfolutely ncceiTary 
that the refident at Benares fliould be dependant 
upon the ruling party m the Supreme Council* 
Upon this principle was.Mn Fowke fent there 
by the majority, and upon the fanie priiircipte 
was he recalled after Colonel Monfon's death. 
It is fufficient to (late thefe fads as they really 
are, and then the Govcrnor-Generars conduft 
towards Mr. Briftow and Mr. Fowke will need 
neither a juftification or an apology. , Whoever 
ihall attribute thefe removals to a perfonal pique, 
or fliaU conceive Mr. FJaftings capable of gra^i- 
fying a private refentment at the cxpence of Mr. 
Bri(tow and Mr. Fowke, will be much decei- 
ved . He \t too liberal to ad: from fuqh narrovt 
principles! ) • . . 

. Every naeafure propofed by the Governor^Ge- 
neral, however falutary, was oppofed by General 
Clavexi^ig, and fupppfed to be ultimately intended 
to anfwer feme private view. The fettlemcnt of 
the lands, having b^en made for five years only, 
was on the pQint of. expiring (bgn aff^r ;Colonel 
Monibn'^ d^ath : Mr. Haftihgs propofed to oh« 
tain the fulled information of.theiftate.of the 
country, that the revenues Alight be fixed upon 
qn equitable fcale : to aflUl him in the labori- 
ous talk which he had impofed upon himfelf, he 
l»a4 findiipon ovro geattemea of diiltnguiihed 
abilities ^d Irreptdac^le chaf afters, whofe 
proceedings were to ^ave been laid before the 
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CpURcil at large, in whom was veiled the power 
of decifion upon every point. Much valuable 
information was procured and tranfmitted to 
the Court of Direftors . in confcquence of this 
inveftrgation, both as to the (late of the coun- 
try and its population and refources ; but at 
that time it really appeared fufficient to blaft eve- 
ry fchen)C, however beneficial, that it was pro- 
pofed by Mr; Haftings : The minority quef- 
tioned its legality ; and General Clavering deno- 
minatc<d it a trick to extort money from the Ze- 
mindars for the benefit of Mr. Haftings" and his 
friends. 

The laft material aA of Mr. Hafting6*s admi- 
niftratipn, previous to the death of General Cla- 
vering was, the increafe of our military efta- 
bliihnaient ; a meafure which has been attended 
with infinite advantages to the public and to in- 
dividuals; and has effc<9:ually fecured the con-, 
tiduance of our influence in the extenfive domi- 
nions of the Vizier. To fet this matter on ^ 
cicar point of view, and to free it from the falfc 
lights wbtph.jmay. be thrown upon it, I will 
bifieflyrclate ribe fteps which led to it. ^ 

Sujah' Dowlah di^d in February 1775. His 
eildeft fon, Afolph ,uL Dowlah, wjts declared the 
Ijeir of his father-s dominions, but he owed his 
peaqcable fucceffiofl.to thcMufnud to' the pre - 
fence of pur army. Intrigue; were immediately 
formed agatnft him, ahd in his troops mutinous 

and 
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and dilaffeAcd, were many officers in tlie ihtereft 
of bis competitors* The Vfeier, juftly alarmed fot 
hisperfonirffafetyj which had frequently been en- 
dangered, difbanded themoft turbulent of his bat* 
talionsy and applied to the Suprenle 'Council for 
Brittlh officers to difcipline thofe which hetetain- 
ed in hia fervice* In confequence of this requift- 
tion nine captains and thirty fiibalterlis were afp« 
pointed . to his fervice, and were to ' receive the 
pay of the rank next above that which they held 
in Bengal. No funds were fixed for the pay* 
ment of thefe officers^ or of the troops wbfdi 
they were to command ; fo that in fad this new 
eftabliihnient was fubj^ to adl thofe iftcbnvefti- 
encics which it was meaflc to redrefe. 

A General fplrit of mutiny brake out amongft' 
the Vizier Vt«<K>}>s imtMdiately after the iHrrival 
of our officers^' ; this in ibme bataliions win ear^^ 
ried to the mo& alarming lengths. Many officer^ 
were feized^ confined^ and threatened to be put* 
to death. The Oorm at length fobfidedv The* 
principal nautineers were ptmiifacd, aodttifcrpline 
waft it! feme meafnre reftored. ManSiy however 
were the difadvantagea wbitk ow fervice fbl^ 
taiwd by this eftabliilyment. Tbe eitolofioeiits 
were £o C0B<6derabIe tb thCSfe who hdd the gobd" 
fottune to be appoitrtdf to the Vi^r^s. fe^vk^i* 
that it created a general fphrit of dMfcdntttt a* 
mongft-our offiters in' Bengal j md Wflfag as tfie* 
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^bHihmcnt was io poin^ of numbcc s^ tbc ex- 
peace of ix fo fa^ exceeded all hoimds,. that the 
Vizier was unable to keep it up, amd to dif* 
chargi? bis debt to the Company^ Certamly a 
fervlce in which the emoluments to individuals 
(o far exceeded thofe in pur own^ required ^qnac 
regulations. Mr. Halting^ bad feen the bad 
e^ds of a fimilar efiabUihment in the Catoatic. 
and the Company at tbk moment moft feverdy 
feel it : upon Cdopel Moofon's death be propo«> 
(ed a remedy, fc^ tbem« 

On the principle that our interells and tbe 
Vizier's weie thus clofely tonneded, Mr. Ha(^ 
tings brought his plan before the Boaxd^ which 
wasy that thtee regiments of horfe, three comr 
panies of artiltery» and nine battalions of Se- 
poySft (bould be added to our e{l:abtiflimeBt% 
aoi^d^ with this addition of force we were to pro 
H&i the Vider's donainions. The difciplined 
irorpsiri bis fervlce were to form this body; and 
to. fix them mpfe firi»ly in our fervice, they were 
to^ talfee their tour of duty in our provinces^ and 
to be fubjed: tp the iamf regulations with refped 
to pay as the reft of oqr army. The Vizi^ was 
to appropriate cevtain fiooed funds for the pay* 
menc of theffi troopsj Jo that thia importtant ad- 
dition to our army was made wit^<Hit the fmalleft 
expence to thr Eafi-India Company^ 

Jknefioiai as this rplan muft appearj aqd to 
yvhichi (mly one objeiftioo could be urged^ the 

3 difficulty 



( 48 ) 

difficulty of procuring the Vizier's aflent to if, 
it was vehemently oppofed. Mr. Francis con- 
tended, that all military arrangements fhould 
originate with theCommander in Chiefs although 
this was evidently a great political regulation 
of the higheft confequence. The General's ob- 
jeftions were numerous. The Vizier's confcnt 
was obtained through the ajgency- of Mt. Mid* 
dleton ; the plan was foon after carried into exe- 
cution, and has fo completely anfwercd every 
good end which was propofed by it, that e- 
ven thofe gentlemen who loft confiderably by 
the alteration, have been candid enough to de- 
clare^ that no aft of Mr. Haftings's adminiftra- 
tion redounds more to hi^ honour or to the Com- 
pany's advantage, than this eftabliihment, for^ 
med againft the opinion of the Cbrritnander in 
Chief, and the oppofition of Mr. Franeis. 

The provinces of Oude, Corah, Allahabad, 
Rohilcund, and the Doab, have been pro- 
tected, the revenues have been colleAed, and 
the troops have been regularly paid from the 
day this eftabliihment took place ; and in the 
year 178c the general relief of the army was ef- 
fcded ; by which thefe new battalions were 
brought into our provinces, and relieved by an 
equal number from Bengal. 

I6 Auguft 1777 General Clavering died, A 
man whofe charafler rauft be always confidered 
with tefpeft, as hid errors arofc from a good 

principle, 
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principle, the hatred of corruption. He cer> 
, tatnly brought \yith him to Bengal a rooted pre-^ 
Judice againft the Company's fervanta in genera^ 
and a very unjuft one againft Mr* HaiUngs in 
parlictiUr. The Court of Dirc^ors by their in* 
ftrudtions^ in which frofp the b^ motives they 
^utkorifed a review of paft tranfa<5tioos, opened 
,6) wide tt field for impofition, that the General's 
ptejudices were (till more confirmed by the im- 
probable tales which were hourly brought to 
him- The violence of the majority abfolutely 
created a party, where otherwife there would 
have been none. 

.Mr. Haftings, through the whole courfe of 
his public life, had given the ftrongeft proofs 
,icrf hi^. integrity and difintereftedneft -, Sir John 
CUvering's has never been quellioned ^ had fome 
pains, therefore been taken to unite fuch refpec- 
table charafters, . the intention of the legiflature 
in forming the Supreme Council would h^ve 
been effeftvially anfwered j but as it was, the firft 
impreflions which the General received, from a 
certain perfeverance in his temper, grew ftronger 
every day^ and the intereft of the Eaft-India 
Company unhappily fuffcred by it. 

I do not mean to infer that no abufes iexifted 

• • • * 

in Bengal when the Supreme Council afriired 
there. Let it be confidered that Mr. Haltings 
was the Prefident of a Council, in which he 
had a cafting voice only when the numbers 
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Were equal, confeguently that he voiitd fome^ 
tiroes be obliged to accommodate his opinion to 
the fenfe of the majority of his Council ; but it 
is a certain truth, that whilft he had the lead, 
he did more to reform abufes than any other 
man would have done or attempted : The efta- 
bHfhment of the Supreme Council w;as calcu- 
lated for completing his plans of reformatior^> 
a work in which he would mod cordially haviS 
taken the lead ; but unfortunately he was obli- 
ged to give up that time, which might have been 
fo valuably employed for the public fervice, to 
the juftification of paft, and fuccefsful meafures, 
«nd even to the defence oi his private tha* 
rafter. 

Faffing over common occurrences I come to 
that period in which arofe the prefent expenfive 
(though when Mr. Haftings's fcheme prevailed 
fticceftful) war with the Mahrattas. It has been 
induftrioirfly endeavoured to impute the origin 
as well as progrefs of this war to Mr. Haftings, 
The Court of Diredkors are poflcfled of the firf- 
left evidence to the contrary, and both Hving tef- 
timbtty and authentic documents prove that its 
origin is not owing to him, and that the conti- 
nyation of it is the efFedt of neceiSty, 

It will be proper to take up this* important 
fubjedt from the firft connexion of the Bombay 
Council with Ragonath Row, otherwife called 

Ragobah. 

Although 
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Although the nominal fovereigflty of the 
Mahratta ilate was in a Raja, the real admbi* 
ftr^tion of government, as well as the power in- 
herent to it, was poffefled by a Bramin family 
under the titie of Palhwa or Chancellor, and this 

4 

authority ^yas fo fixed in them that it became 
hereditary, and in cafe of infancy the State was 
governed by a Regent, who was generally the 
ncareft in blood. Narrein Row, the laft Palhwa, 
dieil leaving no children ; and Ragobah, who 
was his uncle, became Palhwa. During an ex* 
pedicipn which carried him to a diftance from 
his capital, the Council {confiding of Bramins) 
difpoflelTed him, giving out that the widow of 
Narrein was with child, and accufing him of ha- 
ving alTaffinated his nephew. The firft of thefe 
fa£ts was doubtful, the latter moft probably 
falfe, he having been in ooniinement for a long 
time before that event, without any oommuni* 
catiop with the confpirators. Soon after it was 
given out that the widow of Narrein was deli- 
vered of a fon ; and Narra, with Saccarum and 
others of the Bramin Council, acting as they 
alledged^ in fupport of the infant, drove Rago^ 
bah from Poona, and reduced him to fuch dif- 
trefs that he applied for afliftance to the Prefix 
<lency of Bombay. , 

Not relying folely on the juftice of hi^ caufe, 
tht more readily to obtain affiftaace, he offered 

H 2 t(x 



C 5* ). 

to make fome very valuable celfions of territory 
to the Eaft-India Company* A treaty was con- 
clu^d» by which we engaged to afiift him with 
a military force; and an army from Bombay tools, 
the field under the command of Colonel Keatr 
ing ; whether our forces, in conjunftioh with 
Ragobah's would have condu&ed him in triumph 
to Poona is uncertain, but it can hardly be 
doubted that a few fpirited operations would 
have been productive of an advantageous peace 
with the minifterial party, both for the Compa* 
ny and for Ragonaut Row. 

InteUigCDceof the tranfaAions at Bombay was 
received at Calcutta a few months after the firft 
meeting of the Supreme CounciJ, whofe autho* 
rity in this tranfaftion having been totally difre^ 
garded, eitfher from inadvertence or defign, prO"» 
duced very ferious confequences. The treaty 
with Ragobah having been concluded without 
the filn^ion of the Governor-General and Coun-^ 
cil was diiavowed ; and an officer of rank (Lieu-» 
tenant Colonel Upton) was deputed to Poona^ 
with inftruAions to conclude a peace upon zU 
tnoft any terms, with the minifters who were 
denominated the ruling members of the Mahrat* 
ta £late ; »d tl^e Englilh army was ordered to 
march back. 

So glaring a condemnation of paft meafures^ 
tod io pointicd an interference io their, affauib 

naturally 
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oaturally tended to deftroy the influence of the 
gentlemen of Bombay^ upon the Malabar coafti 
while it provoked their pafllons and excited theic 
refentments. Under- tbefe circumftances^ a co* 
operation, with Colonel Upton could not be ex- 
pected. It had been fortunate if» from that 
moment^ the Government of Bombay had been 
fixed upon a plan of the moft rigid csconomy ; 
and their troops had been confined to the defence 
gf Bombay^ the cafUe of Surat^ and the lAaM 
ofSalfette. 

Mr. HaftingSj although he joined . with the 
other nvembcrs in difapproving the co^dud; of 
^he Prefidency of Bombay^ thought that the^ 
might exiii^ circuipitances which ihould pr^ 
vent the return of the array^ b^t he wat 
oyer rujiedj and the nK>deration of o^r deitianifo 
was attributed very naturally by the fAth* 
rattas to a want of ability to carry op the 
war. Colonel Upton was five joaonths on his 
journey to Poona. He was treated with great 
difrefpeft by the Mahratta Chiefs through whofe 
countries he pafle^. The Miniflets, on his ar- 
rivaliy complained bitterly of our interference 
in their family diiputes i and were fo high in 

their demands, infilling even upon the. reftora- 

^ioft. of Salfeiite, that Colonel Upton broke off 

the iKgociatiofi, ;. and by his fitft diipatche». to 

Calcutta^ ie wa^i fi^pofed that . the war wo^ld 

be 
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be continued. But this was a mere triclf of the 
Miniftefs, who were anxious for an accoijDimo;^ 
dation; and on the |ft of March, 1776, a treaty 
of peace was figncd by Colonel Upton^ on the 
part of our Government ; and on their fide was 
authenticated by the fe^l of the Paihwa, an in- 
fant of about two years old, and by the figna- 
ture of his two Minifters, Sacaram Bappoo and 
Nana Fyrnefe. By one article of the treaty^ a 
provifion wai made for the fubfiftence of Ra* 
gobah, their late competitor, on conditio^ 
of ht$.refiding in the heart of the Mahratta do- 
tninionSy with a guard appointed by the Mini* 
fters themfelves, for his ftate and fecurity. This 
claufe, as might reafohably be expeded, de- 
feated the intention of the treaty, fince it left 
Ragobah at the mercy of his enemies, with- 
out any pledge or engagement for his iafe- 
ty. The confequence was, that he fled to Boni^ 
bay and claimed the proteiftion of that Govern^* 
ment for the fecurity of his perfon. 

The Miniflers exclaimed againft this protec- 
tion ^ and mutual complaints of the inexecutiont 
of this treaty were made by them and the Bom^ 
bay Council. About the Month of May,, I777> 
the Chevalier St. Lubin made his appearan,cc at 
Poona, in the public, charafter of a Miniftcr 
from the Court of France. He was received 
with great lionour, and ii\ a little time written^ 

eiigagements^ 

4 
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engagements ' were mutually interchanged b?* 
tween him and Nana Furnefe, by which he pro-- 
itiKed to bring a regiment of Europeans, with 
military ilores, tD Poona, for the fer vice of the 
Mahratta ftatc. Intelligence of this treaty, at 
firft doubted, was foon confirmed by authori- 
ties of unqueftionable credit, and by a feries 
of fads of public notoriety. It had been always 
the Govemor-Generars opinion, that this was 
the only way by which the French could hope 
to regain their confequence in India, or to afFeft 
ours ; and he reafonably expeded, that the Pre- 
fideticy of Bombay, which was more immedi* 
ately interefted in the efFeds of luch a connec- 
tion, would take fome fteps to render it abor- 
tive. This was by no means difficult* The 
Mahratta army under Hurry Punt Fur kia, wsis at 
that time engaged in an unequal war with Hy- 
5er Ally. The Minifters quarrelKng among 
themfelvcs, poffcfled little authority, and were 
dependent for that little upon their own vaflals. 
The Prefidency of Bombay had long fliewn an 
impatience to revive the caufe of Ragobah; 
and the flighteft movements' made by then^ 
in hi^ favour would have proved fulEcient 
to overthrow the feeble power which they hadi 
to contend" with, and to eftablifti their own in- 
fluence in the Mahratta ftace on its ruins. But 
Mr. Haftings^ that he might leave no meant 

untried 
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untried to avoid a rupmre with the Mahnttas> 
tod to counterad the French inftufcnce at PaOna/ 
fchemed a treaty, which he meant flmuW feme* 
dy all the defcfts of that concluded Uy Colonel 
Upton ; every article of which, at that time re- 
mained unexecuted* This treaty was latd be* 
fore the Board in Calcutta, with a very long 
explanatory minute, on Ae ajd of January^ 
1778, and will, if read with the attention it 
deferveis, entirely exculpate the Governor-Gen*»- 
tz\ from the fmafleU ibfpicion of a dcfire to in^ 
volve the Eaft India Company in a war with 
the Mahrattas, On the a9th of January, chilli 
this min\9te lay for coniideratioh, a letter was 
received from Bombay, dated the i ath of De- 
cember, 1777, informiagthe Supreme Coundi 
that a pf opofal had been feeretly made to the 
Governor and Ceimcil, through their agent at 
PoOna, by a patty which had been formed againft 
Nana Furnefe, confifting of Sacaram Bappop, 
who had figned the treaty, and other confidera*- 
1»k men, with a potent Raja, Tuckajee Holkaf; 
to aflift theto ifi the defign of reinfta^ng Rago- 
fafdx in .tiie diicf admimftration of the Mahnu> 
tfl ibte *, atni that they had agreed to join in i<^ 
recfuhring only, as a preliminary condition, a 
written appHcation to the fame efFe<5t, under 
the hand^ and feals of the canfcderates* They 
lexcufed thcofifeives for having fo far engaged 

them- 
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tkwa&lv^Sy wkbout the pcevioui^ authorky of the 
.the Supie^e Council^ by the obvious oecefluy 
of . an immediate decifion ; and they requefted 
their ^cqi^^ercenceand afiiftance in it. On the 
receipt of this letter the Governoc-^General and 
Council refolved to ratify what they had done^ 
^tp^l^uthorize theip to proceed, ;and to fepd them 
• ;^ . extraordinary fupply of ten lacks. of rupees 
for-tjhe utidertaki()g. It .was alfo refolv^d^.to 
aiSft them in (he execution of < their plan .with, a 
lyilitary force* 
. Informing thefe refolutions the majority of the 

Supreme Council were fwayed by^the.foilo.\vi9g 
confiderations* 

,iOi. In the event of .a ipp^Pre with Fi^^nfie^ 
which was daily apprehended, the .cpnne<£liQn 
formed by Nana Furnefe with St, Lubin, swd 
the engagement ^ which he .had. entered inro to . 
land a regi^^^nt of Europeans with ^military 
fiores at Poona^ mighr, if carried, into eS^&y be 
produdive of,the moft dai^pous confequenc^s 
to the Coppaoy^s iofluf acc,. ^nd. tjhc^r po^il^ns 
in India; This could be prevented .pn}y J^y tj^^ 
removal of the party fo c^^y coi^ne^teA ^ith 
Qur natural enemy, and therefore this ^.was ^n 
QJo^ of the firft insportance J and Rag^n^^ut 
How was the inftrumcnt for jhis. pyrpoXe. Mr# 
Hafiings had no predik^ip;) fpr j^s, Chief, x^ 
, is it .poffible to attribute his conduft to any M* 
terefted Yiew# 

1 2i. 
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idly. Authorizing the gentlemeti of BonaSbay. 
to take part with Ragobah, was a ft rift com- 
pliance With the orders of the Court of Directors 
contained in the following paragraph of their 
general letter of the 5th of February 1777. ' 

** His (Ragobah's) pretenfions to the Supreme 
*' authority, either in his own right, oras guar- 
** dian to the infant Pafhw^a, appear to m betfef 
*^ founded than thofe of his co'mpecitors ; ^and 
^' therefore, if the conditions of the treaty of 
*^ Poona have' not been ftri6tly fulfilled on the 
" part of the Mahrattas, and if, from any cir- 
** curtifladces, you fliall deem it expedient, we 
'* fhall have no obje6tion to an alliance with 
** Ragobah, on the terms agreed upon between 
" him an^ the Governor and Council of Bom- 
« bay/' 

jdly. The reftoration of Ragonaut RoW would 
have been attended by an acccffion of territory 
lapon the Malabar coaft to the amount of the an- 
xiu2[l expences of the Prefidency of Bombay ; by 
which means no further drains would have been 
niade from our treafury in Bengal, 

4thly, The refloration of Ragobah was not a 
"breach of the treaty of Poona, becaufe that trea-^ 

• ty was figned by Saccarum Bappoo und Natia 

* Furn^fe .only ; and Saccarum, the firfl: Miniftelr 
in rank, with the principal officers of the Mah- 

' ratta flate, joined in the propofal to the gentle- 
men of Bombay, for his return to Poona, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Francis and Mr, Wheeler however, ftrc* 
fiuotiily oppofed the meafure, on various 
grounds ; and amongft others, becaufe it was 
in difobedience to the order of the Cot:|rt of Di- 
redior), . 

1 muft here interrupt my narrative, to obferve 
in what view the Diredors confidered the con- 
du(Jt of the Governor-General in this inftance. 

About the 29th of July 1778, the Court of 
Dire<3:ors received difpatches both f^om Bombay 
and Bengal, in which they were informed of 
the plan propofed to the Prefidcncy of Bombay, 
by the opponents of Nana Furnefe, of the fane- 
tion given to it by the Governor-General and 
' Council, and of their refolution to ailift them 
with money and a confiderable reinforcement, in 
order the more efFe<9:ually to carry it into execu- 
tion, and to fupport them in the confequ^nces of 
, it, Thcfe advices the Court of Diredors thought 
of fuch great importance, that on the 29th of 
Augutl 1778, Colonel Capper was applied to 
by the Seleft Committee of the Court of Direc- 
tors, to carry a packet to Boipbay of the greateft 
national importance. He accordingly left Lon- 
don the I ft of September, and by the letters 
which he brought, both the gentlemen of Ben- 
gal and Bombay had the fatisfaftion to receive 
the fuUeft approbation of the Diredlors, who 
cxprefs very ftrong anxiety for Ragobah's refto- 
ption, and the overthrow of that party at Poona 

I z in 
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in allhmce with the French. The firft fbtp of 
thefeaTon^ brought out a complete approbation 
to Mr. HaftingS, for the part which he had z&ed^ 
in this important bufmefs. 

On the 23d of February, 1778, orders were 
iflued for forming a detachment of fix battalions 
of Seapoys, oiie company of native artillery^ 
\vith a regular plroportion of fiejd artillery, to 
which were afterwards added, the firft regiment 
of cavalry and five hundred of the Viziers Can*- 
dahar horfe, Colond Leflie Wais appointee^ fd 
command this force, and ordered to march dir6<9t:i- 
}y to Bombay by the {horteft route he Ihould 
judge moft pra^icable, and for the fequel of bts 
operation Si he was to obey the orders of the Pre* 
fidentand Council of Bombay, This detachment 
crofled the Jumtpa the latter end of May» witH 
flight and inefFeftual oppofition from BaWajcc 
Pundit, the chief of the Mahratta territories de- 
pendent upon Culpee. In the mean time the de- 
fign which had furnifhcd the occafion of this ex*- 
pedition .was fuffered to deep at Bombay, the 
violent ardour of that Prefidency for the caufeof 
Ragonaut Row ceafiAg with the removal' of the 
bar which had been laid on the profecution of it. 
It produced however the principal effefts inten^ 
ded by the promotion of it, Thefe fuddettly 
affembling their ferces on the 30th of March, 
deprived Nana Furnefe of his authority, and 
inverted Moraba Furnefe with it in his ftead. 
This wfy revolution, without bloodfhed or 

4 conteft. 
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contefty proved the extreme weakncfe of the 
Mahracta government and the great facility 
with which the plan, offered to the Prefidency 
of Bombay, might have been executed in its 
full extent, had they immediately engaged 
in it. When the gentlemen of Bombay firft 
heard of Colonel Leflie*s march they ordered hina 
to halt, and a few days after, they > fent him an 
order to profecute his march, but without any 
objedk deferibed, or plan of operatfons propofed, 
or thought on : thus abandoned by the Prefiden^ 
cy of Bombay, Mr. Haftings had recourfe to 
other means Which were more Within the com^- 
pafs of his own direction, and for which he had 
in fome degree made a ptovifion a condderable 
time before, on the prefumption of the utility of 
which it might prove in the event. of a rupture 
with the Mahrattas* 

When the Supreme Council determined to 
fend a ddtachment to the other fide of India, the 
Governor General applied to the Raja of Berar 
to grant his-permiffion for its free march through 
hi* territories, with fuch affiftance as it might re- 
quire on the way. He received an immediate an- 
fwet to his application on fuch terms as he wilh- 
ed^ and the Raj a at the fame time fent a perfon tor 
the bants of the Nurbudda^ which bounds his 
dominions to the north, .with a ftore of grain for 
the fubiiftence of the detachment, and orders to 
attend it through his country, of which he 

ad- 
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*dvifcd Colonel Leflie, inviting him to take 
that route, and affuring him of his moft friendly 
reception. 

The nominal Sovereign of the Mahratta ftate, 
who had languiihed in honourable confinement 
at Sattarah, Rajah Ram Rajah, died in December, 
1777. He left no children, and Modajee Boofla, 
Rajah of Berar, had the faireft pretenfions to the 
fucceflion, being in direft lineal defcent from the 
ancient ftock^ and the adopted fon of SahooRajah^ 
the predcceffor of Ram Rajah, though deprived 
of his right by the artifices of Ballajec, who was 
the Pelhwa^ when Sahoo Rajah died. Mr. Haf- 
tings judged Moodajec Boofla to be a propcf per* 
fon to fupply the place of Ragobah, in the plan 
offered to the Supreme Council for overturning 
the French influence at Poona. He poiSsied 
wealth, power, and a territory extending from 
the borders of Bengal almoft to Poona; Rago- 
bah had neither wealth or power, n6r had he in- 
fluence to fupply the want of thefe requifites, ex- 
cept what miglit arMc from the Prefidency of 
Bombay taking an a<Site part in his favour, and 
it did not then appear that they took any. Mr. 
Haftipgs wilhed and expefted the propofal of an 
alliance to come from Moodajee, and he had de- 
mited his Vackeel to him for that purpofej a man 
of underftanding, and well inftrudled, but it now 
becanie ncceffary to take a more adtive and deter- 
mined pait. 
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On the 7 th of July 1778, advices deemed 
worthy of credit were received from Cairo that 
war had been declared between Great-Britain 
and France; at Paris on the iSth^ and in Lon* 
don on the 30th of March. The deftination of 
Count D'Eftaings's fleet was not then known. 
It was very naturally fuppofed to be intended a- 
gaind Bombay, and the firil advices which were 
received from England, tended ftill more ftrong- 
ly to confirm this fuppofition. The Chevalier 
St, Lubin was known to be ftill at Poona, and 
to hold frequent conferences with the minifters 
of the Palhwa. The Supreme Council, regard- 
Jefs of all perfoaal confequences, determined in* 
ftantly to take poflefEon of all the French fettle- 
iMents in Bengal, and of the fliips in the riven 
At the fajjie time, they earneftly recommended 
to the Prefidency of Fort St. Qeorge, to com- 
mence the fiege of Pondicherry immediately, 
and if poflible to fecure the friendihip of Hyder 
Ally Cawn. It was alfo rcfolved to enter into 
a negociation with Moodajee, on the grounds 
which I have mentioned above. Mr. Elliot 

« 

was deputed on this fervice. At Cuttack lie 
overtook Mr. Chevalier^ the Governor of Chan* 
dernagore, who ha4 efcaped from, that place, 
and was fo far in his way to Pondicherry. Mr. 
Elliot had the addrefs to perfuade Moodajee's 
Deputy at that place, to confent to his appre-^ 
bending Mr. Chevalier ; which he did, and fent 

him 
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him a prifoner to Fort William. ' By his .papers 
the reality of the French fchcroe againft us was 
fully evinced. He then proceeded towdtds 
Kaigpore, the capital of Berar : :tbe whole fer- 
viqe jcould not have afforded an agent more pro- 
. per. for Tuch an erohafly, and Mr. Haftings's 
hopes were proportionably raifed^ but as fud- 
denlyilafted by the untimely death of ithat ve- 
ry valuable young man about arfortnigbt^fter 
he had left Cuttack. Jt is more than probable 
that if Mr. Elliot had arrived at Naigpore^ an 
alliance of the mod beneficial confequence to 
jhe Eaft-India Company would have been con- 
cluded with the R^ah of Berar. 

Colonel Leflie, when Mr. .Elliot died, had 
advanced but 120 miles from Calpee^ baviqg 
• employed too much of his time in fettling the 
family difpute^ of the Bundella Chiefs. He w^% 
recalled from. his command on the 7th of 06to- 
ber^ but by his death Colonel Goddard bad fuc- 
ceeded to it before the letter reached the camp. 

Colonel Goddard immediately profecuted his 
march to. the baaks of the Nerbudda, aqd was 
empovvercd on his arrival there to treat with 
Moodajee. 'He deputed his inierpreter to the 
Court of that Prince ; who, in his letter to Mr* 
Haftings, after the death of Mr, Elliot, had de- 
iired the negociation might be transferred tahii 
fecretary ; and had exprefled the flrongefl ingli- 
nation to bring it to a conclufion. 

A 



A fecond and unexpe&ed revolution was efiec«*. 
ted at Poona on the 26th of June, and Moraba 
Furnefe was imprifoned with his principal s^d7 
herents. Moraba, before. his imprifonment, had 
paadc pt:opofals to the Prefidency of Bombay^ 
who had refolyed to conduit Ragobah with an 
army to Poona : a circumftance well knpwn to 
AJoodajee^ who, in confequence of it, declinec^ 
the alliance \yhich was propofed to him, deeni«- 
in£ Ragobah's intereds incompatible with hi^ 
own : but with very cprdial profe(Qons of friendr 
(kip for tb^ Engliih nation, which he eviQce^ 
by furniihing Colonel Goddard with caflj, pro^ 
viiions, and draft cattle, f^r his artillery. Cat- 
tonel God^rd advanced towards Poona by quick 
inarches. . • 

I have already obferved that the Bombay 

gentlemen had realTumed their defign in favour 

of Ragobah, The period at which they rea^u<^ 

med it was unfavourable ; Ragobah*s principal 

adherents were confined, and Colonel Goddard, 

whofe army would by its prefence have infurcd 

fuccefs, was at a confiderable diftance. I wiih 

to relate fads, and not to comment upon them. 

On the 23d of November the Bombay army, 

^ojoCfting of one hundred and forty-three artiltery, 

five hundred and forty-eight European infantry^ 

two i^ioufand two hundred and feventy Seapoys, 

and five hundred Lafcars, was tranfported to 

the Continent* On the 23d of December they 

K " afcended 
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afcended the Gauts and marched towards Poona, 
and on the 9th of January it was determined to 
retreat, on account of a fcarcity of proviiions, 
although they had a fupply for eighteen days, 
and there was but one fhort day's inarch to 
Poona. So much alarmed had the minifters been 
for the event, that, by their agent at Bombay, 
they had offered frefii terms to the Governor be- 
fore the army advanced. The comimahding of- 
ficer. Colonel Cockburn, when confultcd,: faid 
that he had not a doubt of the army's marching 
to Poona, but that our troops had not been ufed 
to retreat. However, the rtfoiutiqn was not to 
be altered. The army was formed into three 
^ivifioDS, encumbered with baggage, and mo* 
vcd off by night. They were attacked by nu- 
merous bodies of Mahrattas, but defended them- 
felves with the utmoft bratery, and fuftained a 
lofs coinparatively fmall, if the length of the ac- 
tion and the numbers of the foe are confidered. 
In the evening of that day application was made 
to Nana and Sindia, for an undifturbed retreat 
of the army to Bombay ; this was granted, 
upon the huipiliating terms, that Salcot, and 
every other acquifition by the Bombay Govern- 
ment fince the time of Mahderow, fhould be 
given up, and that orders Ihould be fent to Col. 
Goddard, to return with his army to Bengal. 

'■■.■■--. ^ ^ tx 
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It is true^ the Committee * who governed (hat 
army^ gave an exprefs declaration in writing that 
they had not the power to bind the Supreme 
Council to the obfervance of thefe terms^ and 
the Mahratta Chiefs know it was fo. 

By this fatal check the honour of the Britilh 
arms was tarnilhed^ the caufe of Ragobah Row 
given up ; and, had the treaty been valid, all 
our conquefts upon the Malabar coafts ceded to 
the Mahrattas. That the corps which took the 
field from Bombay, was ftrong enough to refill 
the united force of the Mahratta empire, is be- 
yond a doubt ; that it was able to furmount evc-p 
ty obftrudiion which the fuddenly collefted artf^y 
of the Mahrattas could have thrown in its way, 
is highly probable, (fince two of our battalions, 
with four field pieces, in February 1780, put 
twenty thoufand of their beft troops under Mad- 
jee Sindia to the rout) but that by waiting for 
the junction of General Goddard's army every 
poflTibility of a failure would have been avoid- 
ed, cannot be difputed. 

Colonel Goddard, when he was about three 
hundred miles from Surat, and the fame dif- 
tance from Poona, received an order from the 
Poona Committee to return to Bengal, without 

K 2 ^ny 
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* The Council of Bombay, on the 4th of Norembery i^« 
pointed Mr. Camac, Colonel Egenon, and Mr. Mbftyn»^ a 
Cotninittee to carry their plan into execution ; this was called 
the Poona Committee. Mr^ Moilyn died during the expe- 
dition* 



My ^norice being tricen of the cRfa^, and re- 
ti'eat df the fic»nbi^y arofiy ^ ftfrer mature reftec*^ 

tlon he detcrmitt^d> notwithftandirtg thh order, 
to advance towards Surat. On his inarch a 
Vackeel from the Mahratta minrfltrs arrived in 
his camp, with a copy of the convention. Co- 
lonel Goddard denied that the Committee hisid 
any authority over him, and faid that he wasdi- 
rcfted to march to Bombay for the fecurity of the 
Company's poffeffions againft the defigns of the 
French, and that hcfhonld profectrte his march. 
He eflfefted his arrival at Surat on the i8th of 

February 1779. 

Sir Eyre Coote arrived in Bengal on the 27th 

qf March 1779 ; ^^^ Supreme Council was then 
complete, and the Governor-Gefteral at the firll 
afiembly of the Board, although they had not 
received a full account of the tranfaftidns ftt 
Bombay, propofed that we fliould, if poiSble, 
conclude a lafiing peace with the Mahrattas 
tipon the terms of Colonel Upton's treaty. His 
propofal was unanimoufly agreed to, and Co- 
lon«l Goddatd appointed the minifter of this 
government, 

The Supreme Council were as unanimous in 
•difavowing the convention of Worgaum, con- 
cluded by the Poona Committee ; but, anxious 
for peace with the Mabratta$, and on a fuppo- 
fitian that tbetgentlemen of Bombay aMghc iK>t 
^heartily co-operate with them. Colonel Gotidard 
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was inftro^ted to ufe his ntmoft endeavours- 
to etkQ: a tecoDciUatton. All thefe refolutions 
were moved by the Governor-General ; no mem- 
ber of the Board propofcd to avow the convene 
tbn of Wargaum % upon what grounds there- 
fore hath Mr. Haftings been charged as the au- 
thor of the Mahratta war ? 

Colonel, now General, Goddard, when he had 
received his tnftruAions, communicated his ap« 
pointment to the minifters at Poona ; and they 
deputed a Vackeel to negociate a treaty of peace 
with him. Before this Vackeel arrived at Surat^ 
Ragobah had made his efcape from the officers 
of Sindia, who had charge of his perfon, and 
were conveying him to a place of confinement. 
He fled to Surat, and general Goddard agreed 
to give him perfonal protedtion ; informing the 
minifters at Poona of this unexpe&ed event. The 
Vackeel arrived at Surat— -received our propo- 
■iisds— returned to Poona, and promifed ta for^ 
ward a categorical anfwer in three weeks. Af- 
ter fome delays, during which time General 
Goddard received intelligence that the minifters 
were negociating a treaty with Hyder Ally, and 
making every preparation for war, the Vackeel 
returned to Surar, with the only terms on which 
the Mabrattas would confent to a peace. Thefe . 
were, that we Ihould cede Salfette to thefli, 
and deliver up the perfon of Ragobah Row. 
Thus were. the eiforts of the Supreme CounQl 
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difappointed 7 can this difappointment be attrir 
buted to a want of zeal for an accommodatton^ 
cither in the Governor-General or General God- 
dard ? 

. General Goddard at the fame time received 
intelligence^ that an alliance had been conclude 
cd at Poona, between Hyder Ally, the Mah- 
rattas, Nizan Ally Cawn, and Moodajee Bodla. 
By. the principal article of it, the Mahrattas, 
vinder' Madjee Sindia and Tukajee Holkar^ 
were to ad againd General Goddard in Guzze* 
rat; Hyder Ally was to invade the. Carnatic ; 
the Nizam the northern Circars, and .Moodajee 
Boofla, Bengal. The truth of this intelligence 
has fincc been fatally confirmed. The Nizam, 
the projedor of the treaty, aded the part which 
be did, in revenge for the Prefidency of Fort S& 
George, having concluded aa alliance with his 
brother Bazalet Jung, by which they acquired 
poflcffion of the Guntoor Circar ; and Hyder 
Ally Cawn, very ftrongly exprefied his difguft 
at pur acquifition of that Circar. This bufinefs 
will doubtlefs be fully inveftigated ; and it is fo* 
reign from my fubjed: to t^ke any further no- 
tiqe of it here, Moodajefc Boofla was very un- 
wiiUngly dr^wn in to take a part againft us. Of 
this there cannot be a doubt».as he regularly 
. fcept the GovernortGen^ral informed of the dc- 
ligns which wg?e formed againft us, and pur- 
pofely delayed the nxarch of his army until 

the 
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the fcafon of aftion Ihould be pad, with the 
hope that in the laft rains, our differences with 
the Mahrattas would have been accommodated. 
The Nizam has hitherto been inaftive, though 
the original projeAor of the confederacy. 

The army at Surat was ftrengthcned by de- 
tachments from Bombay and Fort St. George ; 
and General Goddard was furnifhed with difcre* 
clonal orders, ihould the treaty with the Mah^ 
rattas prove abortive. He took the field in De- 
cember 1779 ; and foon after concluded a trea- 
ty with Futty Sing Guicawar, by which the 
cxtenfive province of Guz2xrat was equally di- 
vided between the Eafl-India Company and him* 
{|e immediately advanced towards Ahmedabad^ 
the capital, of that part of Guzzerat, which was 
in the polSeiiion of the Mahrattas. This place 
our troops took by ftorm ; a c6nqueft which ad- 
ded greatly to the fplendour erf our arms. In three 
fnonths he intirely fubdued the whole province. 
Madjee Sindia, who had aflembled tht Mah* 
ratta forces, was marching with an intent to 
relieve Ahmedabad, not fuppoiing that we (hould 
fo foon be in pofleffion of it. General Goddard 
leaving a garrifon in this place, advanced to- 
wards the Mahratta army to offer them battle ; 
which^ notwithftanding their great fuperiority 
of fiumbers, and the unfortunate event of the 
Bombay expedition, which muft naturally have 
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elated thenij their General declined upoft every 
occafiop» 

So anxious was General Goddard, knowing the 
good confequence of engaging the Mahratta ar- 
my, that on the 2d of April, 1 780, he left his army 
on their ground^ and advanced to ftorm the ene- 
my's camp at the head of two hundred Europe*^ 
ans, ten companies of grenadier Seapoys, and 
three battalions of Seapoys, two twelve and ten 
fix-pounders, with the firfl reginnent of Cavalry 
and the Candahar horfe : with this force, fo 
greatly inferior to the troops that retreated before 
the Mfthratta army the preceding year, he ad* 
vanced, pafled their principal guards, and in- 
(tantly attacked the main body drawn up ready 
to receive him. Our artillery, did great ^xecu* 
cution amongil their numerous cavalry, and in 
an hour from the commencement of the a^ion 
they retreated, after a conliderable lofs ; nor did 
a fingle horfeman appear to moleffi our army in 
its return to camp. Every adtion of this cam- 
paign was equally glorious to our arms. Cap- 
tain John Campbell, of the Bengal ^ftaWifiii-' 
ment, was detached with' a foraging party to a 
confiderable diftance from their camp, and <m 
his return wiih a large convoy of provifions, be 
was attacked by Sindia at the head of twenty 
thoufand men, the flower of the Mahratta ar- 
my. Captain Campbell formed his detachment, 
confifting of two battalions of Seapoys, and four 

field 
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field pieces, to tht beft advantage, fepulfed tlie 
Mahrattas who loft between five and fix bun* 
dred men, many of whom were killed by the 
fire of the flank companies of our line. Captain 
Campbell, after this remarkable action, joined 
General Goddard without the lofs of a man or oi 
any part of his convoy. Lieutenant Welfh, of 
the Bengal eftablilhment vC-as detached by Gene- 
ral Goddard on the 3d of May to furprize a bo- 
dy of fix thoufand Mahrattas ; his force confifted 
cf the firft regiment of cavalry and a battalion 
of Seapoys. Lieutenant Welfh, when he had 
performed half his march, found, by calcula- 
ting the time which remained, that if he waited 
for his infantry, he fhould not arrive before day 
break in the enemy's camp. He therefore came 
to the fpirited refolution of advancing at the 
head of the cavalry only ; with this force he en- 
tered the Mahratta camp, feized the enemy *^ 
cannon, which he turned upon them in their 
flight. The rout was general. The command* 
ing offlcer and a great number of the Mahrattas 

were killed ; and th€ artillery, bai^ar, ammuni* 
tion, &c, fell into our hands. No viftory cbuld 
be more decifive : and this officer had the good 
fortune foon after to get pofleffion of two forts^ 
which intirely completed the conquell of Guz<« 
26 rat. 

Major Forbes, of the Bengal eflablifhmcnt,^ 
at the head of two battalions of Seapoysi effee* 

L sually 
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ttially furprized and routed a body of Tevcn thotf* 
fand Mahrattas, and with this adHon clofed the 
campaign of 1780, both parties retiring to quar- 
ters for the rainy feafon. General Goddard com- 
menced the prefcnt campaign by the conqucft of 
the important fort of Baflein, and by a decifivie 
viftory over the Mahratta army^ which had been 
fent to relieve the place. The Mahrattas them- 
•felves deeply feel the lofs of this important for-^ 
•trefs, which they had taken from the Portu- 
guezc after a fiege of two years. 

I now return to the tranfaftrons' in Benga!, 
where the meafures propofed by Mr* Haftings 
were attended with the moft brilliant adran- 
tages. 

When the Governor-General found, by Ge- 
neral Goddard's difpatches, that we had no hopes 
of an accommodation with the Mahrattas^ he 
concluded that the only mode of bringing them 
in one campaign to reafonable terms would be 
ty attacking them in every quarter. For this 
purpofe he entered into a treaty with the Rana 
of Gohid, an independent Prince, whofe qoun- 
try had been invaded by them. Mr. Haftings^s 
motives for entering into thiis alliance were, to 
diftr^fs the Mahratta^^ by making a conliderable 
diverfion in one of their beft provirnxsy in con- 
junAion with the Rana's forces, and if poflible, 
tp acquire poffeffion of the important fortrefs of 

Giiaiierk. But be had another view^ which 

weuld 
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^"Diald elTeftually have humbled the Mabratfas^ 
and in which he muft haVe fucceedcd, if the dif- 
tradcd ftate of our Gjovernment, and the conti- 
nual reports of his difmiflton from his ftation, 
had not deterred the Rajahs , dependent upon 
them from enteriag into a ciofer connection 
with w. 

The principal revenues and reiburces of the 
Mahrattas arife from the annual tribute paid to 
them by the Rajahs of Oudepore, Joudpore, 
Zeynagur, Bopaul, Narva, Bundlecund, &c. &c. 
Thcfe Princes, who take every opportunity of 
evading their payments, had now a fair oppor- 
tunity of ftiaking off their dependence. And 
had the Government of Bengal been at liberty 
to have exerted itfelf at this time, or had not an 
idea of a change of men and meafures unhap- 
pily been induftrioufly propagated throughout 
Indoftan, the Mahratta war would have been 
concluded upon our own' terms many months 

ago. , 

I vdll now proceed to relate the important 
cenfequences which were produced by our alli- 
ance with the Rana of Gdhid, fmall as his 
dominions may bc^ When the treaty was con- 
cluded, the Mahrattas were in poffeffion of the 
beft part of his country. Major Popham, at tlie 
head of 2000 Sepoys, 40 European artillery, a 
body of J 20 horfe, and 4 field pieces, 6 poun- 
ders, marched to his afliftance. With thi$ little 
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army, he in a few months drove the Mahrattas 
out of the Rana's country ; purfued them, and 
entirely conquered one of their provinces, pro- 
ducing an annual revenue of fix lacks of Ru-- 

pecs. In the courfe of this fervice he took 

feveral forts, beat up the Mahratta camp ; nor 

were all the efforts of above 15,000 Mahrattas 

able to oppofe the fuccefs of his gallant little 

army. The moft important aftion ftill remains 

to be related. When Major Popham's detach- ^ 

ment had cantoned for the rains, Mr, Haftings 

propofed to him to make an attempt upon Gua- 

lier. He knew this place to be fo flrong that it 

never could be taken by regular approaches ; 

and he knew too, that the enemy, confident in 

the natural ftrength of the place, wx)uld be more 

liable to be furprized. The importance of the 

conqueft may be well conceived when it is 

known, that by all ranks of men in all ages, 

this place has been denominated. The impreg^ ' 

nable Fortrefs of Gualier. As fuch, Colonel 

Pow fpeaks of it in feveral parts of his Hiftory 

of Indoftan, 

In a country where we retain our authority, 
by an opinion which the natives have, not only 
of our fuperior genius for war, but alfo our 
good fortune, fuch a conqueft, at fuch a time, 
would be equal to the moft decifive vidtory in 
the field, I believe there was not a man in Ben- 
gal who differed in opinion with Mr. Haftingi 
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as to the importance of this place ; but I well 
temember when the treaty with the Rana of Go- 
hid was concluded, the impoffibility of our get- 
ting pofleffion of Gualier was frequently men- 
tioned. Major Popham, who by the furprize of 
this place, has acquired immortal honour in 
India, had the good fortune to receive fome 
important information from a party of Mewkttes, 
who had found means to enter the place by night 
at different times. 

He employed fpies to examine the place where 
thefe men had entered, an'd from their report, 
conceived the defign to be poffible. In compli- 
ance with Mr. Haftings's repeated folicitations, 
and guided by his own judgment, he made 
every preparation for the attempt with the utmoft 
fecrefy, only two perfons being privy to it. The 
night before the execution of it, he wrote to the 
Governor General, informed him that the attempt 
was to be made early the next morning, and he 
hoped in cafe of failure, that Mr. Haftings 
would do him the juftice to fay;' it was at his 
defire that he had undertaken an enterprize 
which, if it failed, would be denominated ralh 
and impradticable ; if it fucceeded, would re- 
dound as much to the honour of the Governor* 
General, by whofe advice it was undertaken, as 
of thofe by whom it was executed. The fuc- 
cefs was equal to the fpirit and prudence of the 
a^ion; it was tak^n on the 4th of Augufl*, 

1780, 
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1780^ wd that with the tn&in^ lofs of 20 Sea« 
poys woyndcd. 

It is impoflible to defcriBe the despondency of 
the Mahrattas upon this important evenj. The 
■whole country adjoining to Gualief was inamer 
diately evacuated ^by their troops, and our mili- 
tary reputation proportionably r^ifed. This was 
the favourable moment for us, and if Mri Haf- 
tings could have profited by it, as he wifhed to 
have done, the power of the Mahrattas in Indi^ 
would have funk at once. }At. Haftings, prev- 
vious to the capture of Gualier, had' propofed 
to form a ftrong detachment in Gohid^ for th^ 
purpofe of advancing into the province of Mal- 
wa, the country of Sindia, the Mahratta gen'draL 
In this the Governor General was over ruled ; 
although he had every i^afop to believe, that in 
the conduft of that branch of adminiftration he 
was to meet with no oppofition. If the detach- 
ment had been formed^ as Mr. Haftings had 
propofed, the capture of Gualier cnfured u? the 
titmoft fuccefs in its operations^ 

General Goddard had earneftly preffed th? 
Governor Greneral and Council to invade the 
province of Malva, v\rhich would have diverted 
the attention of Sindia from Guzzerat ; and one 
campaign would have finiflied the war with hor 
nour and advantage on our fide. An event 
which no Member of the Board more earneftly 
wifhed to fee accompliftied than Mir. Haftings; 

particularly 
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particularly as Hyder Ally Cawn had, in Joty^ 
1780, invaded the Carnatic^ where our forces 
were utterly unprepared to receive him. 

On the 1 9th of September an exprefs arrived 
in Calcutta frcwn the Secret Comnaittee of Fort 
St. George, informing the Supreme Council that 
the flower of their army had been cut oflf or 
taken prifoners by Hyder Ally, and that Sir Hec- 
tor Munro, with the part of the forces under his 
command, had retreated to the mount with lo£i 
pf his baggage and of part of his artillery. This 
intelligence was accompanied by advice, that a 
rpniiderable French fleet, with, land forces on 
'board, were on their way to India. 

This important intelligence left little room- 
for deliberation, and at the firft meeting of the 
Board, the Governor General propofed that Sir 
EyreCpote Ihould be requefted to take thecon^* 
mand of the army at Madras, That a reinforce- 
ment of Europeans ftiould be fentto the coaft by^ 
lea, with a fupply of fifteen lacks of Rupees; 
and that a [large detachment of Seapoys fhould 
be formed to march to the Carnatic as foon as the. 
feafon would permit. That an infl:ant offer of 
peace (hould be made to the Mahrattas upon termji 
fo advantageous to them, as almofl t;o enfure their 
acceptance of them. The feafon was fo far ad- 
vanced that the embarkation pf trdops would 
be attended with difficulty and danger, ^ Bi^ 
th? Governor General, juHly confidcring that 

^ every 
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every rifqia^ wa$ to. be runi when, probably the 
very jexiftencc of the Company wottld d/^pend 
\ipon their arrival, defpifed every inferior.xanfi^ 
deratiosi* Mr. Francis oppofed the embarkation 
of the troops, an4 v^ould only agree to fevep 
Japks of Rupees beipg fqnt frpm Bengal, How-^ 
ever, all theie motions were carried by the mafo^ 
rity ; and Sir Eyre Cootje, with fix hundred and 
forty Europeans, fifteen lacks of Rup€C3, and a 
gireat fupply df pi ov^ons arrived at Madras, in 
le& than two imonths, computed from the return 
of the army under Sir Hedbor MuprQ^ at tlie 
moupt on the. 14th of Septe^iber, to thf ^ctval 
of the lail fhip of the fleets the Dujsf of J^wgr 
flx)n, at Fort St. George, on the 5th-c^;N9iV«m- 
ber. It will undoubtedly reflect gf^ lu^nqw 
vpon Mr* Haftings an<d Sir Eyi!e Coote, th^tthsSf 
had fpirit enough to afford fuch <ss:traordiy»atqr 
aids to the Prefidency. of Fort St. G^eorge, ^at a 
feafon in which the navigation from Bengal to 
Madras had hitherto been interdicted on account 
of the dangers which attended it. 

I have related as briefly and as clearly as I was 
able, the rife and progrefs of the Mahratta war« 
from the izth of December, 1777, to the clofc 
of the year 1780. Upon what ground on fug* 
geftion this war can be at|:Tibuted to Mr. Hafting9» 
kt every man judge who reads this accounts 

The occafipn of the war was planned and exe- 
cuted wiliiopt the jknowledgq or previous con- 

fcnt 
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fent of the Governor General^ who had tio6thc#. 
participation in k tbm by providing by an extrsi* 
ordinary exertion for the fupport of the meafures 
undertaken by the Prefidency of Bombay if the/ ^ 
fuccceded, and for its prefervation if they failed^ 
The Conn of Dirc<9:ors have warmly approved 
of the exertions made by the Government of 
Bengal. Colonel Goddard arrived feafonably for 
Ae prefervation of Bombayj and for the redemp* 
tion of the national honour, which had without 
it beeti irretrievably loft. Our fuccefles in every 
{>art^ after the Mahrattas had rejeded all reafoii-' 
Hble terms of accommodation^ gave the GovertK)f 
General the ftrongeft hopes of fpeedlly terrni- 
nating it by fuch advantages as fliould have am- 
ply recompenicd the Company for the expencea 
which had attended it^ and the calamities with 
which it had commenced. In the midll of ^our 
fuccefles, another and more interefting occafiofi 
called for the erertion of the Government of 
BengaL The prefervation of Fort. St. George 
depended upon their refolutions. The misfor- 
tunes upon the coaft cannot be attributed ta» 
Mr. Hafting^. If the general opinton is to have 
weiehtj the invafion of the Carnatic migfit have 
beenp revented by the aflcmbly of our army m 
the mort thof June. If the confeffion of the Nizata 
. to Mr. Hdllond may be credited, (and it is con- 
firmed by evidence of the moft pufeltc notoriety) 
that invafion w^s the fole efieft of t a>nfederacy 
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(orttitd at bis infii£ficion, and dldbated by bis? 
refeotment of the infringetnents made by the 
Scleft Committee of Fort St#George, on his rights 
obtained by the treaty fubfifting between him 
qnd the Company, artd his natural apprehenfion 
of hoftilicies, intended by that governmeBt againft 
him. 

When Mr. Haftings propoled to conclude a 
treaty of peace with the Mahratras^ he r«com« 
mended to the Board to form the treaty in Cal- 
cutta^ to fend it executed by the Supreme Coun- 
cUj toMoodajee Boqfla» the Rajah of Berar^ who 
had repeatedly offered himfelf as mediator be- 
tween our Government and the Mahrattas* 
This treaty was rejcded, and the reafon was ob- 
vious 3 Hyder Ally Cawn had cut of a third of 
lOur army. He had taken Arcot^ when* be was 
proclaimed Nabob of the Carnatic. He ha4 
fcoafted that he would prevent the Engliih army 
from moving from the mount, and that he was 
to be joined in a month by three thou&nd FrejQch 
regulars from the Iflands, when he would com- 
mence the fiegepf Fort St. George. The French 
.fleet, fix iail of the line,. and five frigates ap- 
. peared on the Coaft of Coromfindel. Under thefc 
. circumftances, .the Mahrattas deeming our fitua- 
tion ^ defperate one, rejcifted all treaty, except 
^ upon the moil difgraceful terms to us. 
( , Sir 'EycciGoote took, the field on the 23d ^f 
January, 17S1.. On his march to Pondicherry, 
^he repeatedly oflFered battle to Hyder Ally Cawn, 

His 
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His detachments were upon all occafions fuc* 
cefsful, againft every fuperiority of number^ 
The army under his command was the fineft thajt 
ever took the iScId in India, in point of difctpHne 
and numbers, and completely provided witk 
artillery and military ftores. The men were 
«ager to revenge the late defeat and deftruftion 
of iheir companions^ The French fleet, after 
appearing off Madras, on the 29th of January, 
went off without even making an attempt to 
deflroy the fliips in that road^ in whlcb they 
j;nuft have fuccecdcd* The fleet had not a fia- 
gle foldier on board, except their marines, and 
on a report that Sir Edward Hughes was return- 
ing from Bombay to the coaft of Coromande!, 
quitted the coaft on the i€th of February, and 
returned to the iflands. Hyder Ally thus dif- 
appointed, will not be able to maintain his 
ground in the Carnatic. In addition to the army 
under the command of Sir Eyre Coote, Colonel 
Pearfe was advancing from Bengal, with ten bat- 
tallions of Seapoys and twenty pieces of can- 
non. This force would arrive In the neighbour- 
hood of Madras in the month of June. 

The Mahrattas at the commencement pf 
this campaign, had been defeated in a gene- 
ral aftion by General Gpddard, who the day 
after took the Fort of BaflTcin* Lieutenant 
Colonel Carnac, advancing at the head of twelve 
battalions of Seapoys, to the province. Malwa, 
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has had the g(K>d fortune to gain a complete 
^kftory dgannft ian army of 30^000 meni com« 
tnanded by Sindic in pcrfoh^ the tfkGi of 
'which muft be greatly beneficial to General 
Goddard'S defigns. Gualier was garfiibned by 
our troops, and by that mdans a fafe com^' 
munication was preferved wkh the dominw 
ons. of our ally the Vfeer. Our forces in Ben- 
1^ were fo ftationed as to prevent all danger 
from an invafion ihou^d it be attempted. Thefe 
favourable circumftances make an honourable 
])eace >vith the Nfahrattas a probable event. 
[. In this review of the rife and progrefs of thq 
.^ahratta war^ let it be remembered that the main 
jdefign of marching an army acrofs India, was not 
to. affift the Prefidcncy of Bombay in the 

.psecution of their original plan^ but to fup- 
port them in the confequences of it to us, and 

-,to projteft the intcrefts of the £aft-India Compar 
py, from the effe6h of a connedion^ well known 
to be formed between the ruling member of the 

^Mahratta ftate and the avowed ^gent of the 
king of France. General Goddard very oppor- 
tunely arrived at Surat for the prefervation of 
BomJ)^* The Go'vernorrGeneral, who faw in 
as ftrpng a light sis any ^ther member of the 
poard^ the difadvantages even of a fucqcfsfu^war 
with the Mahrattas, (however great the neceflity 
.jTiight be of retrieving our military reputation) 
0jould the operations be continued beyond one 
^fppaign, propofed to them the moft equitable 
4 . Jejunal 






( 85 > 

terftis of peace ; and in a letter which M^t biia* 
felf drew up to the Comnoittee at Bombay, tb^ 
Supreme Council obferve, ^* Having given full 
^ powers to Colonel Goddard to negociate and 
conclude a peace with the Mahrattas, we have 
(Hily to repeat, that we look to the iflbe o£ 
^' that commiflion as our primary object, and 
^* the termination of all our political viewy on 
** your fide of India, if it fliall prove fuccefs- 
*^ f uL'' To Colonel Goddard, the Board ob- 
**' ferve, ** Our firft defire is to obtain peace.*' 

When Ragonaut Row had efcaped from 
Madjee Sindia, and had joined General God- 
dard, who confented to give him perfonal 
prote&ion, the Supreme Council approve off 
its being continued to him, provided he fliatl 
^ not attempt to defeat the effeft of your ne- 
^* gociations, to which you are to give yt)ur 
*^ entire attention without regard to any other 
** confideration/* With fuch proofs of Mr. 
Haftings's fincere difpofitibn to accomodate our 

differences with the Mahrattas, what are the 
grounds to fuppofe he was lefs inclined to a 
pacification than Mr. Francis, or any oth^r 
member of the Board ? The Governor-Gene- 
ral was not at all involved in the difgrace 
which the gentlemen of Bombay had incurred 
by their ill-timed expedition •, on the contrary, 
the Court of Dire<ftors had conveyed to him, by 
^1) exprefs oyer land, their approbation of the 
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part ^ieb he had taken in their affairs. The 
anfwer of the Poona Durbar to our propofal'^ 
was conveyed in few words. " They would 
•* only confcnt to a peafce on thefe <:onditions;^ 
*• That we ihould give up the perfon of Ra- 
** gobah, and cede the ifland of Salfette tb 
'* tbeniv* Was it even propofcd by any mem- 
ber of the Supreme Council to purchafc a 
peace by fuch conceflions? It' was not. The 
ivar was therefore a war of neceffity on our 
part^ and from this moment it ought to have 
heen profecuted with the utmoft vigour. Thwar- 
ted and oppofed as the Governor-General was» 
the brilliant fuccefles which have attended our 

arms will fuUy prove what our Govern'* 
jnept when united may be capable pf, 

That I might not break in upon the narra- 
tive of the Mahratta wzt^ I have paffed over the 
other traniaSions of Government, during that 
period. The refolution. to commence hoftilities 
«gainft the French, on the 7th of July» 1778, 
befpre any regular^ ^d vices of a rupture had 
jbe^n received from England, refleifls honour 
ypQii every member pf the Supreme Council in 
proportion to the refponfibility wfeich each in- 
-curir^ hy To fyirited . a meafure. The celerity 
,wth .which two Ihips 0^40 guns each wcire 
. &tfd put,, and joined Sir Edward Vernon be- 
• fore, Pondicherry, arriving there againft the 
jaonfgon/ in lefs than two months from Jtbe 
: day 



day when they were ordered to be eqil^pcdl, 
tie plan formed for the defence of the river, 
when the deftinatton of the Toulon fleet wa$ 
unknown, the. reinforcements ordered^ to be 
raifed for the army, the difpofition of our 
forces, and the afTembly of the militia, are 
fubflantial proofs of the attention of the Go- 
vernor-General and Council, to the preferva- 
Qon of the valuable empire committed to their 
charge, and the fpirit which animated all ranks 
of men living under their Government. 
. Why the French mifled fo favourable an ojv- 
portunity of attacking us on the Malabar coaft 
we know not, but it would have been a very 
poor fatisfadtion to his couutry if Mr. Haf- 
tings bad (lopped the march of the army def* 
tined for the prefer vation of Bombay, at fa 
critical a period, either on account of the ex- 
pence attending it, or to add ftill more to the 
Jecurlty -of Bengal, already well fecured, if> 
that j>lace had been attacked the following 
year. The majority of the Supreme Council 
therefore determined at this time, that their 
army (hould advance ; and the Govemor-Gene-. 
ral had the (irongeft and beft founded expedta* 
tions of carrying the proje<Sed alliance with 
Moodajee Boofla into Aecution ; which was 
intended effeaually to preclude the French na- 

- tign from territorial poffeflions in every part 

- of India. 

Tl»e 
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* The temporary agreement between tfce Gch 
vefnor- Genera! and Mr. Francis, ana the ex- 
traordinary event it produced, are fads, the 
elucidation of which is difagreeable. Certain 
it is fome agreement was made as to the con* 
du6t o^ the war, as dertain that Mr. Hafting» 
a^ well before as in the meetings which he 
hid with Mr. Francis, infifted that as Ae whdlt 
rcfponfibility of the war with the Mahrattas was> 
by Mr.Francis and Mr. Wheler, thrown up- 
on him> he fliould have the entire condoSt 
of ir, and as certain that the perfons hi (kri 
H^ftings's confidence underftood that wa* agr(^^ 
to. ' * 

The Govcrnor-Geriepars plan for carrying oii 
the war was confeffedly the beft th«t cbutil 
have been propofed^ The operation* cf a fmall 
army the laft catnpaign had put us dn p^flM^^ 
fion of an extcnfive countrj^ had coniidansi* 
bly -added to o»r military veputationi^ and du^ 
fing the rains^ that very feafon in wllklif 
Mr« Francis contended nothing could bt 
done, Major Pophttm took the important > ifoi^ 
tff&of : Gualier. By Mr. Framcis^ oppcfittim 
10 the Cover nor-Generars plan our anny* which 
'wsis formed the laft campaign, wm ditftcefled 
for pis^'9 and contmoDd tna&ive w^en it mgj^t 
liave moved witk igieat eiie£t : that army wi^icb 
:muft>i« & completeiy d^mded (he lorcef ami 
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t!ib attention of the Mahrattas. and made us fuc- 
o^fsful in every quarter. a 

The plan which Mr. Haflings propofed foi 
carrying on the Mahratta war cxadlly corref- 
ponded with one drawn up by an excellent of- 
ficer, Lieutenant-Colonel Upton, of whom Mr* 
Francis himfelf had the higheft opinion. This 
gentleman had travelled to Poona by land, and 
his fentiments were certainly a ftfong confirma- 
tion of the propriety of ' the Govef nor-General's 
propofitlons. The great expences of the war 
jire doubtlefs to be lamented, but there ate fea-^ 
fons when great expences are abfolutely ne* 
ceffary, nor can a Government, like ours, hope 
to be fecure, if in titiie of war we are con- 
tented to guard our frontier only* This we 
tnuft do at a confiderable expence, and with 
the lofs of reputation ; but by invading the do- 
ixlinions of pur enemies, we have kept them at 
home, we have deprived them of rcfogrces * for 
carrying on the war, we have infufed fuch a 
degree of fpirit into the native troops in ouf 
ferviee, that they look upon themfelv^s as in* 
vincible when headed by Britifh officers j and 
the concjuefts which we have made, would have 
amply repaid us for all our expences, had the 
invafion of the Carnatic not taken place. 

The Governor-General would have had no 
difficulty in extending the influence of the Com-i 
pany through all the countries now dependent 

"^ N upon 
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tipon the Mahrattas, if the native powers of Irr* 
dia had had |hc fame opinion of the - cofttinii- 
ance of his authority, as was univerfaHy enter- 
tained of his fuperior abilities and good- for- 
tune* But unfortunately, Mfr Haftings, not- 
withftanding his utmoft efforts, could never ef- 
face thofe ideas which had fo generally been? 
conceived from Benares to Dehly, and in the 
Deckan, of his fpeedy removal from the Go- 
yernment of Bengal. 

Before Sir Eyre Coote's arrival, it was uni- 
verfally given out by the friends, of Mr. Frari-. 
cis, that he would undoubtedly take a deci- 
ded part againft Mr. Haftings. Thefe declat^^- 
tions fo often repeated, made a deep impret. 
fion upon our allies, and were attended witb 
very fef lous consequences. I will mention one 
that immediately occurs to me. 

When our .niilitary eftabliihment was con- 
£derably iticrejifed, in confequence of the war 
•^yith France, Mr. Haftings thought it reafon- 
able that CheytSing, the Raja of Benares, and 
J vaflSil of the Company, fliould pay a pro- 
portion of an expence incurred for our con^- 
pion defence. This he fixed at five lacks^ of 
ruf^ees per annum, and the Raja was with fonve 
difficulty prevailed upon to advance thisf fum, 
but he pofi^tively refufed to continue the pay- 
ment beyond the firft year, and in this refblu* 
tioi>» he was confirmed by a knowledge of 
'. ■. Mr.- 
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"Mn Francises fentimcnts, who dlfap^roved of 
afly conapulfion being ufed for t^e continuarice 
•of the payment. The intrigues of the Raja's 
vackeel in Calcutta, previous t6 the General's 
arrival^ were very well known, but' as Sir 
Eyre Coote fiipported the authority of the Go* 
vernor-Gencral, the Raja was obliged, not only 
to pay five lacks of rupees for another year, 
but in addition to it. the expctrces incurred by 
the march of two battalions to B&nares, for 
thepiirpofc of enforcing the payment, if he 
ihould continae obftinate* If the Raja had not 
received the mod pofitive affurances from his 
agent in Calcutta, that Mr* Francis was on the 
point of fucceeding to the Government, he 
never would have reduced Mr. Haftings to the 
^neceffity of taking fo violent a meafure, for 
the fupport of his own authority and the 
" Company's interefts. 

If the cxpeftation of a change in Bengal 
had been produftive of no effefts, more de- 
trimental to the public fervice, than the con- 
temptible oppofition of the Raja of Benares, tt 
bad been fortunate j but independent of the 
great relaxation of Government, in our own 
rpcDvinces, which was, and always muft be the 
.confequence of it, fuch an iexpeftation vcty ef- 
rfei^tially interfered; with the ohly plan by 
;l?*^liich the Mahrattawar could be brought to a 
fpo^dy^ and fuccei&fuL termination* The Rajas 

N 2 of 
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of Jaynjigut, Narva, BundUcund,. &^ : were all, 
t pan affirm, from the beft autborityi; epger to 
throw off tn^ir dependence upon tj^c Mahrat- 
4as, the flighted affiftance from W would haye 
(enabled them to do it ; the fuccefsful opefn- 
tions of Major Popham's little army h^a?. yt*rjr 
. probably produced this effect, if 4 peace is aot 
yet concluded, 

Our political influence was extended imrxjC'* 
diately upon Mr. Haftings's acceflion to t^e 
chair. Every power in India has ap ag?|it 
in Calcutta, and tbefe men regularly trar^f- 
init to their principals the intelligence of ^t;^e 
day. Influenced by the intelligence thus re- 
ceived they have univerfally dre^dedji an<J ex- 
peded Mr, Haftings*s removal, and have be^n 
deterred from t^ing p^rt with fp ui^ft:eady a 
Government. 

Mr. Francis wiUexcufe me forqbfervingth^t 
lie is refponfible/or the f^tal confequepce which 
followed, from the opinion of a phange. in the 
povernment being fo upiverfal, The pars^graphs 
of the general letters, from the direftipn whiqh 
reflcded ipott feverely upon Mr. Haftinga, Mfgyc 
fnduftrioiijfly circulated j ]V|r. Francis, in th^ 
pioft unreferved manner, e^preflfed his cert^ip|y 
of fucceeding him ip a few months, norcpuH 
gll the efforts, of Mr. Middl(^tcm at.X4icknowfvor 
Mr* Qfajiani at Benares,, obvi^tejt^ie bad.«ffe^>. 
Wjiiclj ^ fucK ppfttiye deid^i;atk^s )B!fii^fi?4'; 
4 tbroughom 



C 93 ) 

tlirougbiout Indofian. I affirm notliiBg can be 
fo detrimental to the interefts of the Britifli^na'. 
fiori in India^ as a divided or unfcttled admmi- 
ftration in Bengal, and whatever fyflem thtf 
Court of Direftors may adopt in future, or 
whomever they may think proper to employ, 
they ought to give the ruling members every pu* 
blic fupport in their power. The hands of Ga% 
vernment Ihould be (Irengthened by every pof- 
iible means. Prosperity attended the confidence 
which they placed in Mr, Haftings, and reverfe 
of fortune, the diminution, or more properly 
the annihilation of his authority* 

I now beg leave to offer a few remarks upon 
the ftate of oyr affairs in India. 

"Ourfituation is indeed fo very alarming, that 
there are many men who will believe, and niany 
tnore who will affeft to believe them irretrie- 
vable ; I mufl: confefs that it will require all the 
abilities, the integrity, and the firmnefs of the 
Governor- General, with every poffibje degree of 
fuppoft that can be given from home to reftore 
Bctigal to its former profperity, but that Mr* 
Haftirfgs^ will cffedl this if he is treated with 
that confidence which his great and important 
fcrvices entitle him to expeft, I have not the 
fmaHeft doubt. 

; Wiiat wai our fixation in Bengal, when Mr^ 
Jiaftings arrived therein' 1772 ; ahdwhat is it 
jt thlftifile ?' To brrog this fubjed tb one poirtt 

of 
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<rf view/ I muft recapitulate what I htive airea-' 
(6y obfetved. At the former J>eriod, the Corn-* 
pany's debt at in tercftwasabove One hundred and 
tw^enty lacks. The Court of Direilchrs the Tea-^ 
fon before had been drawn upon for one hutidred 
and twenty lacks* There wa« no pfofpeft of 
providing futyre invefttnents but by an incfeafe 
of the.bond-debti a& our civil and miiitary ex- 

pcnccs were barely defrayed by the annual reve* 
nues. In one year only what a change was e<^ 
fefted. The alliattce with Sujafe Dowlah br^tighe 
fuch an ample fupply of treafure into Bengal 
that every fervice was fully provided for and tlA 
bond-debt reduced^ Until this period^ ouf fo- 
reign conne^S^ions only fcrved to accelerate the 
ruin of our provinces by draining them of the 
little fpecie that remained in thena^ 

No one good effeA w^as experienced fromoi«r 
alliance with Sujah Dowlah before Mr, Haf- 
tings's acccflion to cbe chair j an entire brigade* 
kept at Allahabad J which was paid by the ex- 
portation of filver from Bengal, was.a rum4 

A very confiderable fum was faved by the re- 
^dion of the ftipends paid to the Nabob and 
his mi^ifters. In this particular* where itheinte- 
rejR: of the Comply was tronccrnedt Mp. Hb£*. 
tings paid a pointed attention to thfe. orderfif lofc 
th6 Geilrt of Diteftors* At the feafon wlien 
the Supreme Council arrived, our inveftmeik: 
was fo confiderably increafed^ that two extra; 

fliips ' 
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fliips, the Anfon and. the Northumberland, were' 
fent home. The following year we obtained a 
clear additional revenue of twenty-four lacks 
from Benares, and the expence of at leaft a third 
of our army was defrayed by the Vizier. Th^fe 
beneficial advantages are the refult of Mr. Haf- 
tings'3 treaty of 1773 ; a treaty which the majo- 
rity of the Supreme Council decried in all its 
parts the firft month of their arrival. China, 
Bombay, a.nd Madras, have been fupplied wuth 
treafure to a very confiderabl^ amount, and the 
annual inveftment from 1774 to 1779, was ^on- 
iiderably above a million fterlingeach year. The 
bond-debt was intirely paid off, and a large bal- 
laace of cafli in our treafury, I had forgot to 
mention the ereftion of public granaries,, by. 
which the return of famine, which fo depopula-^ 
ted that country, is totally prevented* 

A feries of events which I have already related 
brought on the Mahratta war; a war in Europe 
obliged us to increafe our military eftablifhmQnt 
very confiderably, to provide amiarioe force,, tp 
reinforce Sir Edward Vernon, and for the de- 
fence of the river. Thefe exertions were attend- 
ed with additional expence butahey wxrc. abfo- 
lutely neceflary, and have been fully approved, 
of at home. The French, contrary to their ufual 
policy, "mifled the faireft opportunity which 
they ever could h^ye had to regain their influ- 
ence in India. Why. they we^e fo remiis.we 
know not, but what would Mr, Haftlngs have 

defervcd 



( 95 ) 

» » » _ » 

deferved had he taken no ftep$ .to ,coMntcr-« 
aft their intrigues at Poona, and in cpj>fe- 
qu^ce of tbcm tu o regiments and a hundred 
JFrencb officers had landed at.ChcyJe. When 
our fuccefles againft the Mahrattas gave; us <;xery 

leafon to expeft an honourable peape, (t^e Car- 
natic was invaded. This, was a fJTC^h demand 

upon Bengal for men^ mon^y, »(},.pfovi6pDf* 
The exertions of the Governor-G€aie.JP|Ji-,afld^ Sir 
Eyre Coiote have faved Fort St. GeprM, ;; .^yftef 
fo many great drains from our tt^iyjf^^^K^t 
fupporting an expenfiye war againi^ ,the JVf^lj- 
rattas^.and affording Bombay fuch eflSbdtual,^^ 
tance in cafh, provifions^ and ftores, afcer^^ii^ 
bling our inveftment for many years, tbat;d^t 
tvhich, when Mr. Haftings came to the chair, 
was above one hundred and twenty lacks, was 
on the 15th of December laft only fixtyiix-Jack.s 
of current rupees, and we had eighty-eight lacks 
of goods in the Company's ware-houfes. 

I have already ftated my reafons for fuppofing 
that we are now at peace with the Mahrattas- 
An accommodation with Hyder Ally, or his in- 
tire overthrow muft foon follow. When 
thefe events hare taken place, our mtlitarjr 
^ftabliihroent may be confiderably reduced i 
the Prcfidcncy of Bombay muft fupport its ex- 
pences from the revenues atiiing from their late 
acquifitions. The Carnatic cannot tccoyer itfclf 
for many years. Before its invafion the country 

this 
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Itvas almoU ruined, and the Nabob either want- 
ed, or pretended to want, money for his private 
expences* 

. The Government of Bengal muft fupply Bom- 
bay and Madras with ca(b, as it has conftantly 
done, if their own refources are inadequate to 
their dilburfcments. And from the revenues of 
Bengal muft the intereft of their bond-debts be 
paid. This 1 contend can eafily be done if fome 
care is taken to prevent Bengal from being un- 
tiecefTarily drained of its fpecie, and if foreign 
trade is properly encouraged. To effeft thefe 
points the Court of Dircftors muft fix upon fome 
equitable mode, by which the private fortunes 
of their fervants can be remitted to England. 
At present they are under an abfolute neceffity 
either of fending their fortunes home in cafli, 
which is ruinous to Bengal ; or of .bnding their 
money to foreigners, by which means the Com- 
pany's £iles in England muft be effentially in« 
jured* 

If foreigners ihould once be under the ne- 
ceffity of bringing bullion to Bengal to purchafe 
cargoes, fuch a flow of treafure to our exhatifted 
provinces would amply compenfate for a trifling 
diminution of the public faleis in England ; and 
if the Company's fervants are reftrifted front 
lending money to foreigners, they muft cither 
bring.bulKon to Bengal, or relinquifli' the, trade 
altogether. I can fay from my own khowledge^ 

. O that 
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tBat It Is from neceffityj not choice, tke Compi^ 
uy^s ftrvants fupply them with cafli. . BUt an 
equitable mode of remittance, once fixed by the 
Directors, difmiffion from the fervice ihould be 
the puniihment of any man who ihould lend 
money to foreigners or to foreign companies. 

Perhaps the Court of Dircftors do not know 
the exfent to which this trade is now carried on/ 
Four Portuguefe fliips have failed from Bengal 
this year. I came to Lifbon in one of'thcm^ 
Her carg6 was valued at five lacks of rupees* 
The others were ftill more valuable. Sonjte jqF 
thcfe fliips W€re taken up m India, the captaina 
dnd owners borrowed as inuch moneys as they 
wanted to purcbafe both ihips and cargoe$> on 
the following terms ; The lenders to receiS^^ i z 
per cent, intereft, and twaftillings for each cur- 
rent rupee at Lifbon three months after the ar- 
rival of »the lhip< Prejudicial as this trade may 
appear to the Directors, it is not half fo ruinous 
to Bengal as the remittance of fortunes in filver 
would be. The Dutch and Danifli Companies^ 
as well as individuals of both nations, have bor-. 
rowed ja^ge fums laft year, and the feafofti pre- 
ceding, upon the terms above mentioned. 

The trade to Suez^ Ibbuld if pofiible, be a- 
gain opened ; it is advantageous to 'Betigal in 
every point of view, and can never interfere 
i^ith the Company*s falesj in England. .Mr^ 
Haftings deferves the higheft credit for his en- 
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itou'^^c^c^^ of ^l^is trade, and for his attempts 
to eftablifh a regular communication with our 
native country by this route. We owe th^ ear- 
ly capture of Pondicherry entirely to it. 

I own I depart from the line of my profef- 
fion when I prefume to hazard opinions upon 
commercial fubjefts, but as I have been Ififteen 
years in Bengal, apd have not been an uncon- 
.cernecj fpeftator of the various changes wlnich 
hav« happened in that time;, I may be excufed 
for dteclarlng my fentiments upon a fubjeft' of 
fuch importance. 

Arts, agriculture, and commerce, have great- 
ly increafed fince my firll arrival in India. The 
fichcs of Bengal are* its manufadures. For them 
there will always be a market, and while we in- 
creafe in population we muft increafc our ma- 
nufaftures. Mr. Haflings, it muft be recoUec- 
.jed, fuccceded to the gpvcrnment at a moft un- 
favourable period. The lofs Ijy th? dreadful fa- 
mine of 1770, has beep cftjm^ted at four mil- 
lions of ppople ; and ffotn my own obfervatipns 
m various parts of BengsJ I do t^ot tjhink this an 
^exaggerated account* 

. lio>vev?r I may be be miilaken ^hen I* fpeajk 
iOff trfkfjp, I will ventpre to z&im» that our af- 
fairs in Bengal are much n>or^ alarroipg iq ?ip* 
pearance thiin Ip re?ility, 

I^tx U$ iupp<^Q jh^t by the titije ti)e war in 
.{Q4ia.i?;at an end, and a general peace has been 

O a efta- 
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eftabjilhed m Europe, the bond-debt in Bengal 
amounts to aoo lacks of rupees. This is not fo 
large a fum as was in fad: owing when Mr, Haf- 
tings came to the chair. The bond^^bc was 
then 1 20, and the Diredors had been drawh upon 
for above 100 lacks of rupees only the feafon be- 
fore; I hope it will be recollcfted that this great 
debt was contrafted in times of the mcfi prcfound 
peace ; and the greateft part of it even before the 
famine. Dreadful as was that calamity^' 'its ef- 
fefts were more feverely felt after Mr; Haflings'sn 
^pceffion to the Government than at die'^ime it 
liappened* It is a faft thatthe coHe^onsinth^ 
year of the famine, snid the year * after^ were 
higher than in either of the two jMrccedhig ones, 

The intereft of 200 lacks of rupees Wijl be ;6 
lacks a yean All our eftablifliraents upon a 
peaqe will be confiderably reduced ; ' and if the 
Governor -General js properly ifupportcd, the 
Gqvernment of Bengal will acquire a vigour, 
to the want of which, and not to the Mahratta 
war, we owe our prefent-misfortun.es. , 

To pay the intereft of this debt let, us examine 
ppr funds^ and compare them with thofe of .1772. 
I will fuppofe the aftual colleftions from Ben- 
gal, Bahar, and Orixa;^ to be oply wfagt they 
were ^t that period t' ,; . . 

The favings under the different heada of trl- 
\\^Vt to the JCing, ftipends to thg . J^^abob^ hisi 
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minifters and dependents, are at lead: jo lackf 
of rupees a year. 

Tfaie Vizier pays 70 lacjcs of rupees annually 
towards our military expences, 

Wc fliall receive annually from Cheyt Sing 24 
lacks of rupees. 

When our dominions and our influence, at 
lead: an influence advantageous to the Compa- 
ny, were boonded by the banks of the Carum- 
naflai oiar military expences were. 105 lacks of 
rupe^ a « year. 

Our. connexion with Oude, no^ fo profitable^ 
vraf.a moft difadvantageous one before I^n Haf- 
tings arrive^ in Bengal. To the Company it 
"was soinoua, although it anfwered the interefted 
purpofes of certain individuals perfeftly well. 

Can one good reafon be given for the very 
curious deputation to Sujah Dowla^ iti 1768, 
againft fhe opinion of Mr. Verelft, at that tiqi^ 
the Governor of Bengal, or for'keepjng the third 
brigade at Allahabad until the middle of the 
year 1769 at th.e Company's expence. 

The tranfaftions of that period are Worthy 
the public attention-p^I may cnlargfc upon them 
Jiercafter. 

At a peape our military expences can aad will 
be (educed to iiQ lacks of rxipees a year. 

The^intereft of our debt, fuppofing it 200 
Jw|{;s^ will be )[6 lacks ^ year, 

When 



L. 4 



( J9.i ) 

When Mr, Haftings came to the Gprera«ni«iy; 
the Comptinjr owed fometbing more than i^q 
Jacks. _ . • ''\.- ' '• 

Upon comparmg xhp accounts of 1771^ aud 
^hey 5Mre {^p^Hcabte €o ^ former jwriod^ mth 
thofe at a fo much wiibed for |^9ac^^:tlit im* 
Uuiffi Y^ili be 133 iadks a.jsear in ffiiro^r of /the 
Cqmpapy^^s 3pp<2ars by the. fqilowing ^fXi^ 



gXPENQES in 1771. 

Rupees 

Military, - - - ^ « X05, 
Ifltercft of bond' debt, - - v .iQiu 

paid iri tribute, ftipends, &c, buti , 



/.I 



retrenched by Mr* Haftings 



0UC1 . ^ 






Total, 165I 
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MiUtgry, ^ - - - 110 ^ 

Jnjei^.gftiebt^ -^ » - -r 16 
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Total| i%6 

■» 
Credit in fevckur of the Company, 

DifFerence of Dilburfements, - ^' 29 ' 

Paid by the Vizier, - - - .7^ 
By the Ra]a qf Benares, * r 2^ 
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WhHe arts, manufadcires, and commerce, ate 
encouraged in' Bengal ; while the natives con- 
tinue happy under our Government, and attach- 
ed to it as the great body of the people are; while 
population increafes, as it has done the lafl: fe- 
ven years, Bengal muft be a moft valuable 
country to Great-Britain ; but it can only" yield 
itar tribute by the increafe of the annual inveft- 
irienr. 

Mr. HkftingS has been very feverely charged 
With- cffiSbfrdiente of ordefs-^Upon this fubje^ 
I niuft alfti a few words.' I do not ntean to j'uf- 
tify tWe'Goverfaor-Genefars conduct by plead- 
ing precedent fdt 'if, yet'l arri reduced to the 
difagreeabie n^defBty of coiitraftihg it with the 
cohdtiift orKls predcceflbrsiri power in Bengal. 

I affirm thai it had 16fi^ been repotted, Mr. 
liaftings.was to be difaiifled the fervice, that 
Mr. Francis '^^ds 'to fucte^.d Him ; arid the re- ' 
inftaterhent of Miffli'S. Briftow, Fowke, and 
Mahomed Reza Cawn were connected with Mr. 
Francises, acceffioh to the Government. This 
report, circulated for months throughout Indof- 
tah^ obliged Mr.'Haftlngs to adopt measures., 
which were by no means agreeable to the natu- 
ral huriiahity of his temper, or to that regard . 
X6 the joft claihis of individuals which he is 
khoVvh fO 'p'oflefs. He affigned his reafons to 
the Dire<3:ors for keeping them out of ofEce, 
and if they wtre not approved, be of courfe ex- 
pected 
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pe6ied to be difmiffed from the fervice^ To 
thofe who fcrvcd in India I appeal^ whether it 
is not abfolutely neceflary to ftretigthen the bands 
of Government by every poffible means, and to 
iihprefs the natives with an idea of its lability ; 
That thtf reinftatement of Mr- Briftow, Mr. 
Fowke, and Mahomed Reza Cawn, would 
have had a contrary efFefl: is univerfally known. 
When General Hichard Smith was Command- 
er in Chief of the Company's forces in Bengaly 
and third member of the Secret Committee and 
the Council^ he wrote the following lettjer to 
the Secret Committee, a4th November 1767, 
arid forced Mr. Verelft to do an zGt of greater 
feverity than Mr. Haftings was ever guilty of 
in the whole courfe of his political life. I muft 
affirm here, that the EaftJndia Company was 
faddled with the expence of an eftablifhment of 
a Supreme Court of Judicature, in conieqotnce 
\ of the difcuifions which, this famous letter pro* 
duced. 

•' The nature of the intelligence tranfmit- 
'^ ted from Calcutta to Sujah DowlaE is with« 
*^ out limits. The Nabob is almoft as well 
*^ acquainted with the Parliamentary procead- 
^^ tngs as I am ; how far the importance and 
**. dignity of the Company, and the weight and ^ 
'^ influence of admmiftration is leOTened in his 
*^ efteem by fuch communication may be eafi* 
" ly conceived. Whilft a Vackcel is fo ready 
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.^ anil fdiure a chiinnel to commbnttate {n<- 
*5 telllgencc, few men will be found fo hardy 
** a9 to maintain a dneSt correfpoodence with 
•*« the Nabpb, but there is a man who has 
•** . obliquely, offered fo great an infuk to cur 
^ Prifidenff that was I prefent at the 
f« Board, I would move for the exertion of 
•ct Q^x authority to its utmoft extent to free 
^. the fettlcment from fo dangerous an 
^.:|nbabltant ; I meaa Mr. Bolts ; and 
":tbe ificlofed copy of a letter to Mr. Zen- 
*\ tilf wJfiere he alferts an abfolute fal(hood, 
«* which tends to leflen tiat effentiAl dignity 
** and Mceffary infiiunc€ of our Prtfidcnt^ is 
*^ fufcly defei»vtng of your fevereft nefentment." 
.^ I approve highly of General Richard 
Smith's argUnlents ; if he had known how the 
^^mtul digmiy and nec$ffary infiuitue of , Mr. 
Haj^ingi^ 'would have been affcded ,by carry^. 
ingtheDiredtor's orders into execution refpeding 
Mr. Briftow, he would upon his own prin- 
ciples have concurred in the difobcdierice of 
them, h^d .he been a. member of the Supremfe 
Council in December, 1779. 

Three poor Armenians, the trading* agents 
of Mr. Bolts, a keen trader himfelf, who per- 
haps wanted to come in for fome ihare of 
t1^ plundei of Oude and Benaresy were after- 
wards feizeft. and treated wich too «iuch ri- 
gour. Moft men of Bengal attributed iGene- 
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ral Smith's conduft to private motives. It is 
ftri(91y juffifiable upon public grounnds ; how- 
ever I muft add in this placj, and I can 
prove it, that our connexion with Sujah, 
Dowlah at that time was ruinous to the Eaft- 
India Company, in as great a degree as it 
was advantageous to a few individuals in 
power. 

The Dircftors moft pofitive orders have been 
repeatedly difobeyed or evaded during my re- 
fidence in Bengal. Two very particular ia- 
ftances I will now mention. 

As foon as the Court of Dirediors were 
informed of the pernicious fait monopoly, 
they fent pofitive orders to Bengal to abolifli 
it immediately on the receipt of their letter. 
In defiance of this order, the monopoly was 
continued almoft two years longer, and the 
profits arifing ^ from it ^yere divided amongft 
the members of the council, General Richard 
Smith (Commander in Chief at that time,) and 
the principal civil and military fervants in Ben* 
gal. 

The Diredlers had pofitively prohibited their 
fervants in Bengal from drawing upon them ex- 
cept for a certain amount, and a rate of ex- 
change much more favourable than the pre- 
fent. Yet by a refolution of the council, in 
O&obcr, 1769, bills were drawn upon them at 
ii very unfavourable exchange for the Company^ 
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to the amount of one million and fixty thou^ 
fand pounds fterling. I affirm that three-fourths 
of the money paid into the treafury in Cal- 
cutta might have been borrowed upon bond 
until the Direftors plcafure was knbwn. 

Let thefe inftances of difobedience be com- 
pared by my fellow proprietors and the public, 
with the charges brought againft Mr. Haf- 
tiags. 

I will here quote General Richard Smith's 
fcntiments upon the fubjeft of difobedience of 
orders. 

In his minute of the 25th of September, 

1769, when he propofed opening the Com- 
pany's treafury, and granting bills upon the 
Direftors, he fays, " Although the Court of 
** Direftors orders are flrong in prohibition, 
*• yet I think we fhallbe fuUy warranUi to 
" deviate from thofe orders, and I do not 
** think I fhould perform '^Ss^i^duty to the 
". Company as a member of,tlleir adminlftra- 
" tion, if I did not enter this my opinion^ 
" upon the public records." 

Upon another occafion^ a4th November, 
1767, General Richard Smith writes to the 
Secret Committee, whofc orders he- was bound 
tq-obeyih the fanie degree as Mr. Haftings is 
thofe of the Direftors. '^ My zcjal for the 
" welfare, of the ftate I ferye would, on oc- 

•f. ca^oAti of, great eij^rgeney* induce me not 
r^ Pa «« only 
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only to 'ba2ard my commiffidn, bm'elrifr 
fubjedt my life and honour to ihe feir^ence 
of a. general court-martial, rather than the- 
pulflic ftrvice Ihould fufFer by delay. Whi?nw 
ever .1 z& contrary to their orders, it is^ not 
".that I entertain the mcft diftant* idea of/ 
** difobed^ehce or indepeftdence^ but from a con- 
" viftion thati at this dijlanee from the Prefi- 
dtncyy their orders and the welfare ofthV^ 
flate may happen^ they haw happened /^ Af in- 
. compatible^ and whenever I take upon me to- 
^^ deviate from their orders ^ it is notfrom4nde^ 
** pendent authority V prefume^ hecaufe ' I known 
" / am totally refponfible to them for ' ftuh a 
** deviation!^ 

This is the language of Oc fenfible man. Y^ 
is manly language. It is the language ofMrr 
HaftiDgs ; but in the Governor-General's cafe^ 
the arguments operate witH ten-fold' force 
when we confider the fituations of Mr. Ha^* 
tings and Generat Riebard Smith ; the ibr- 
mfer could only receive anftvers from &> 
fuperiors in fifteen or eighteen months, the lat- 
ter in as many days. 

I will now mention a few eflcntial pointt 
i» which Mri Haftings pointedly pbeycd the ' 
ofders of the Diredtoris. He employed Nund- 
comar by th^ir orders. • 

He reduced the Nabob's ftipcnd from- thirty- 
two to fixteen lacks of rupees. He ^boliihed 
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nominral penfioDs to a large amount; He ful^ 
pended Mahomed Ruza Cawn from hi» 
office; he brought him to a trial beToi^e the 
Council for his former conduit; and to the 
jqftice^ the hnpartiaUcy^ and the attention of 
Mr. . Haftings, Mahomed Ruza Cawn has al^ 
"v^ays declared, he was indebted for his life^ 
which the villany of Nundcomar would have 
d|?prived him of. In November, 1773, Mr. 
Haftinga received the thanks of the Directors 
for his great attention to their orders, and for 
his other eminent fervices. 

Spon after the majority of the Supreme 
Council arrived in Bengal, they aflerted that Mr» 
Haftings had made 40 lacks of rupees-, or 
4Po,opoL from the Revenues of Bengal in ld» 
tban three years,. The defpicable chartftcr of 
the man on whofe information this declaradoa 
was grounded, the well known, moderation- 
ef Mr. Haftings, his aftive and vigorous ad- 
mini (Iration, the (late of his private fertune ac 
that time or at prefent, which any man may 
know that choofes to inquire, are folid propfs 
of : the falfity and the folly of this aflertion. 
Arc the great fervants of the Company who pre- 
ceded Mn Hadings in high ftationsj although 
«Qt in the chair, willing tQ put their inte- 
grity to this teft ; will th?y declare the amowit 
ot their private fortunes ? 

I 



( lid ) 

I do affirm^ that if public and repeatedljf 
agreed declarations have any weight, the 
aaiQunl; of the private fortunes of three gen- ' 
tlemen of high flation, who left Bengal in the ' 
courfe of the year 17691 or in January, 1770, 
equalled the . amount of all the private for- 
tunes that have been accumulated during Mr. 
Haftings's government of ten years from the 
revenues, of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, by the- 
civil and military, fervants of the Company. 

If we were to judge from vague reports, 
what charadter could be Sheltered from calum- 
ny. I can recollect perfeftly well, that in the 
years 1768 and 1769, it was univerfally faid . 
in. Bengal, that a mint was eftablifhed at AN 
lahabadj that the good Rupees, which werefo 
abfurdly fent from Bengal and Bahar to that 
place were all recoined into bafe rupees, cal- 
led Vi7,iery ; that our troops fuftained a very 
heavy lofs by being obliged to receive their 
pay in this bafe money. That twenty-fix 
lacks of ficca rupees were annually fent from- - 
Bengal for the payment of the king's tribute, 
but that his Majcfty adually received it in 
viziery rupees ; ^d that a very confidcrabic, 
fhareof* the profits arifing from this coinage, 
which twai faid -to be Unauthorized by the Go- 
verfto? and Council, ccntered'in the Coimmah- ' 
der in Chici> General Richard Smith. It docs 
not however follow that this was the faft. I 

have been long enough in India to know that 
3 »cn. 
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tncDf who iarc deprived of che means making money 
themfclvcs, are very apt to exaggerate when they 
fiate the advantages of their fuperiors. It is 
very poflible to inveftigate this matter tho- 
roughly; and I mull obferv-e, that Mr. Haf* 
tings has been accufed of peculation upon mudi 
more (lender ground. 

Upon the fubje^t of prefcnts received, which 
was one of the modes by which Mr. Haftiogs 
was accufed of having made tKe enormoua fum 
of 400,0001. I fliall make but one obfefva* 
tion : That, upon a reference to the Governor- 
General's Durbar charges, it will be found he 
has brotight to the Company's credit the fums 
which he received, and has drawn the amount 
of the prefents he made from the treafury. This 
rule was obferved, 1 believe, by his predccef- 
fors. In the Confultations of the 8 th of De- 
cember, 1769, and Cnce printed in the Reports 
of the Secret Committee of 1773, I find, that 
General Richard Smith made the Mogul,. Shaw 
Allum, a prefent to the amount of 2000 1. fter- 
ling, when his Majejiy honoured him wiib a 
vifit to Sujah Dowlab, Bulwant Sing, and a 
firing of et ceteras. Prefcnts, for which he re- 
ceived from the Company one lacJk twenty* 
four thoufand fix hundred and fix Souaut 
rupees, or 16,000 1. fl:erling. I do not fee 
the prefcnts which he received in return 
brought to account ; but if the invariable cuf- 
com And ufage of the country at that time to 
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men of high rank and ftation i¥as difpenleS 
with, out of delicacy to his feelings, and he re- 
ceived no prefents from the King, Suja Dowlah, 
&c. his liberality was a very unneceffary wafte cf 

the public money* 

The execution of Nundcomar has been again 
brought forward. The ingenious B^glifi) writer 
of A Letter from Calcutta has, without any 
foundation, quoted the moft refpeflable autho- 
rity for calling his death a murder^ My obfer* 
vations upon it will be very Ihort. 

Nundcomar was employed by Mr. Haftings 
on his (irft arrival in Bengal at the exprefs defire 
of the Court of Diredors. Mr, Haftings's 
choice of the man excited very general furprift^ 
as the caufe was not known. Nundcomar's 
villainy was deteded in the affair of Mahomed 
Ruza Cawn, and Mr. Haftings ceafed to employ 
him. On the arrival of the Supreme Council 
he gave in the curious information which I have 
already mentioned* It is remarkable, that whea 
Lord Clive and the Secret Committee of 1765, 
were inverted with inquifitorial powers, Nund- 
comar gave in an information againft Mr. 
John Johnftone and other fervants of the Com- 
pany, iimilar to that which he afterwards gave 
in againft Mr. Haftings, and upon a full enquwy, 
■the informaxion was found to be void of tbcl 
faialleil 44ifur nation . Mr. Haftings commenced a 
profecution againft him. The majority and Mr. 

Jofeph Fowkc vifited him in confinement;. an 
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attention i^hich, of courfe, attraded tlfie tittice 
of every mto in Indoftan, and induced Nund-* 
comar to fuppofe that he fhould be protcfted at 
alierentis by the Supreme Council. 
~ I now Gomc to the forgery. In iy62 a Gcn-« 
too was condemned to be hanged for this crimen 
The fentence was refpited ^ and his Majefty^ 
was pkafed to pardon the criminal y but I be- 
lieve it was underftood that the royal* rticrcy 
would never again be extended to a fimtlar' of-^ 
fender. Be that as it may, Nund^omar, whcnf 
he committed a forgery many years after this pc* 
riod, accompanied wkh the moft aggravating 
circumftanccs, well knew the coniequence if he 
fliould be detcfted. A lawyer, in 1772, was 
faid, and tfuly^ I believe, to have received tert 
thoufand rupees for fupprefTmg his knowledge of 
the affair. Nundcomar was welt acquainted 
with the nature of our laws. He had a hundred 
cauies before the Mayor's Court at different 
limes^ Before his profecutor complained, hcf 
offered to fettle the ^air for fifty thoufand ru- 
pees. He repeated the offer after Nundcomar 
was in jail. Was Nundcomai?*s refufal fuppofed 
to be the refult of confeioqs innocence ? Was there 
a man in Bengal queflioned ^the fairnefs of hit 
trial, or the chHrafters of the jurymen who fourttj 
him guilty ? Was he not univcrfalJy deemed th« 
moft unprincipled of all the intriguing natives 
pf Bengal ? I am not an advocate for the judges^ 
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but, as a moft illiberal and unjnft moiivt hai 
been affigned for their coriduft, their d^fire to 
fcrecn Mr. Hillings from the cfFe<^ of ^ his in- 
formation, I muftal&rt, and I do it in the moft 
fplemn manner, that Mr. Haftings was not con- 
cerned either dircftly or indireftly in the appre^ 
henfion^tbe trial, or the execution^ of Nundco- 
mar. 

The judges might ha^c refpited the executioti 
of the fcntence j I wifti with . all my heart fhcy 
had ; but fomething may be urged in their fa«* 
vour upon this head. It was the firft graDd 
catife that came before them* 1 was at Berhain- 
porCj about too miles from CalcdttaJ at'ibe 
time of Nundcomar's trial and exettftibn. It 
was the (fommon fubjeft of coh^erfaifem attibugft 
men of all rariks. I have heard the fentimerital of 
fcvcral natives, then, and fiace, upon itw At the 
time, they very generally ^obfirrvcd tb« Ntmd- 
eomar, though he was undoubtedly guihy^ was 
too rich a man to be hanged > and fince hi^ 
deaths it was was faid he depended upon the in* 
terfepence of the Supreme Council, or he would 
have, corn promilcd the affair before his trial. 
Might not the judges be fuppirf^d to have afted 
as they did, from a defire to imprefs the natives 
with an idea of the jufticeand the inipartiality of 
the Supreme Court ? Would not the fame fet 
of men^ who think Mr Haftings capable of fo 
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villainous ^n aAion as infigencing the judges of 
the Supreme Court of JucJicative, or thgfe 
judge? of being influenced upon fuch an bcca- 
fion; would thcjy not have concluded that Nuod- 
comar, if his execution had been rcfpitcd, had 
obtained that favour by improper means ? 

In this review of the tranfa&ions in Bengal I 
have avoided as much as pofljible every expreflTiou 
which ^ay be fuppofed to convey a perfbnal re- 
fleftiqn. It is from neceiTity, not from inclination, 
(hat I have been obliged to contrail his condu<^ 
with any man's. However ftrongthe provocation 
may jbave been, Mr. Haftings ha^ upon all occa* 
fions. attended fo^ly to his own juftiiication. It 
has been the fate of the Governpr*General, whole 
liberality of fentinnent c^n only be equalled by 
his moderation, or t»th<;r'by his contempt of mo. 
ney, to l>e engaged in a perpetual courfe of party 
contention. No man could lefs merit fuch a fate. 
With mtegrity that has defended him againil 
the moft tempting offci^ of private advantage, 
with abilities and applic^ion that have furmount^ 
ed the greateft difficulties, he has been reduced 
to the painful neceflity of defending himfclf from 
the extraordinary charges of private rapacity, 
and a want of zeal for the intercft of his employ- 
ers. To the firft: I Ihall only obferve, that he 
has now been almoft ten years at the head of the 
^dminiflratioh in Bengal, a period mUch more 
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than fufficient to anfwcr the private views of anf 
pian^ if to accumulate money was his objeft, 
To thMaft, I Ihall oppofe the very flourilhing 
date :in which the Supreme Council found Ben^ 
gal, and in which it continued, until foreiga 
wars ', and what is ftill worfe^ a cpntinued oppo^ 
^ion to the Governor-General exhaufted our trea^ 
fury, and diminiflied or almo^ anaibil^ted th9 

licpcflTary power of Government, 
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TH £ arrival of the Belmont enables i&e 
to carry on this review to the 31ft 
pf May laft. 

. The Nistam remained ina&ive. In the latter 
end of April he exprefled his wiflies to join us 
in an alliance againft Hyder Aily Cawn. On 
this Account Mr* HoUond remained at Hyni- 
cabad» although he had intended to quit it on 
account of his health. The Nizam's conduct 
is politic^ Hyder afpired to the fubalhip of the 
pecan, and had applied to the King for fun- 
nuds, through Nuzeph Cawn. 

The engagement with the Raja of Berar pro- 
mifes to be followed with the moft important 
and beneficial effefts. Colonel Pearfe» in his 
march through Cuttac, received every affiftance 
he fiood in need of from the Naib of that 
province^ and his camp was amply fupplied 
with provifions* It is fuppofed he would be 
joined at Ellore by aooo of the Berar horfe ; 
the remainder of that army was on its return 
to Naigpoore» except that part of it which was 
to a^ in qonjun&ion ymk <>ur forces againft 
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Guramundelar It is impoi£ble to det^l th^ 
negociation which bfoughc on this BJgrtt- 
menty l^ut It refleds great honour upon Is/k. 
Haftings. Mr. Wheler, who entirely concurred 
in opinion with him| and Mr. Anderfon, through 
whofe agency it was concluded. No chour^ 
as has been rcprefepted, wa^ cither given of 
promifed, and our fupcriority appeared tbrougE 
th«. whole courfe of *tfae n^ciation;' ' 

On the fame dajr, the 2;d of April, anagref^ 
ment was figntd between the ambalTador of the 
Nabob of Arcot and the Supreme Council on 
the part of the Company; By this agreement the 
whole revenues of the Carnatic are appropriated 
for the fervlcc of the war. Credit being giveii 
to the Nabob's creditors for the adual collec* 
tions ftbm thofe diftri&s which had been pre- 
vioufly aQigfied to them. The utility of this 
agreement will forcibly ftrike every impartial 
perfon. 

Lieutsenant Colonel Camac's night attack oft 
the camp of Mad}ee Sindia was attended^ with 
Tcry f&ivourable confequences. 'Many €tf the 
chiefs who Were' compelled to joih feliti' had 
come iGtver^ to us; and an overture for a pacift- 
xatibH hid iecr^tly been made by Sindia h&mfelf. 
His ^n>y Wks-difperfea, except 8(botit7d6G horfe 
*tJftder-Amb4jee Punt, which wcVe furprftcd 'dh4 
totally defeated by Captain Bruce, the officer 
who had fo great a Ihare in taking the fortrcfa 
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of GuaUcr. Thefe fuc»cfles and the alliance 
\viih Moqdajce Boo^ gave us the faircft hopc^ 
of a fpcedjr acconiodaii(Hi with the Marattas, 
and'thetr junction with us againft Hyder Ally 
Cawn ; events which Mr. Haftings mpft anxi* 
oufly wiflics to accomplifh. 

Provincial courts of juftice had been efta- 
bUlhed^ agreeably to the Governor Generars, 
plsBH and a controui veiled in the chief juftice. 
The Company and the natives, after fix months 
experience, hate fenfibly felt the good efFcdbs of 
this regulation. To the former it is a ver^ con- 
fifterable laving ; to the latter it has infurcd an 
iftipa^rtial and not an expenfive diftribution of 
juftice. 

The former mode of colleding the revenues 
has been abolifhed. An increafeof 39 lacks or 
6i 390,0001. is expefted from this r^ulation ; 
which is Mr. Haftings's plan, formed in 1773, 
and the propriety of it (kJnfirmed by eight years 
experience of the former defeftive fyftem. 

The revenue from fak will be 30 lacks of 
rupees or 300,0001. fterling this year. The 
gentleman Mr. Haftings has placed at the head 
of this bufinefs, whdfe abilities and integrity 
have never been exceeded in Bengal, hs^ made 
this declaration, and the authority is incontefti- 
We; fo that the additional refources from the 
revenues of Bengal may fairly ' be eftimated 
for this year at 69o,oooU 
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The cargo of the Belmont is valued at i6| 
lacks or 165,000!. prime coft ; the Neptune, 
which was obliged to return to Bengal, had t^i 
lacl^s or 145,0001. on board ; and there remained 
in the Company's wareboufcs in Bengal, goods 
to the amount of 59 lacks or 590,000!. 

The inveftment for 178 1-2 is fixed at 90 lacks 
tr 900,0001. and was providing when the Bel- 
mont failed ; fo that for the fhips of this fea- 
fon, there will be goods to the amount of 
one million, fix hundred thoufand pounds in 
Bengal. 

The Company's difpatches by the Belmont' 
will prove what exertions the government of 
Bengal is capable of when, unanimity reigns 
in its councils. 

On the 6th of July Sir Eyre Coote gained a 
decifive vidory over the army of Hyder Ally 
Cawn. In four day^ after the aAion Colonel 
Pearfe's detachment, confifting of 7000 fepoys, 
100 European artillery, 20 pieces of canon, too 
(fifciplined cavalry, and 2000 Berar horfe, would 
join Sir Eyre Coote ;r General Meadows, with 
3000 Europeans, might be expeded to arrive 
at Madras in September; fo that we have 
every reafon to believe that our next difpatchea 
will be of "the moft favourable nature, both 
from Bengal and Fort St. George. 
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